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| JOHN WILLIAM SANSOM......
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I am an American since the foundation of the Urited States
Gove-#ment. My mother's grand narente were John thﬁt and wife
from Germahy. My father, William Sansom, and wife's grand parents
were ﬁnglish emigrants from England to America, Both families
settléd firet on the coast lands ¢of North Carolina. All have
been'ioyal to the flag and country acainst foreign and domestic
enemi%e, a8 citizens zand soldiers, except in the rsbellion of
1861—5, at which time a bare majgprity were loyal to the stars
and e%ripes. My ancectors ﬁ?% lived much on the South frontier
and rive been: active in guarding the border against hostile bands
of Indiane and other marauding bands of people They are in the
main,!farmers and mechanice., Of course, some of them aspired to
officé and other things. FHenry and Cassiue Clay wers related to
my gr%nd Mother; Delphis(Clay) Sansom.

|I wag born in the State of Alabama on February 5th, 1834,
and brouvht to Texas by my parents in 1838, which has been my
home $tate since, except four years that I wae in New Yexico.

My time of 1life to date is most eventful to me. I am in my Ei&d
|

year,+ was rocked in a pirebox cradle when a babe,

MOVING TO TEXAS:

iOur party consisted of Father's family, thn Parson'e
fam11§ and John Campbell and his brother; grand father, John
Qhﬂnt ~whe was our guide znd leader;/ John o:; and his brother,
”1oh¢*&g went to Texas in 1836, wlth thelr families. / They
join é he Army & the Texas Colony and Republic under Beneral
Sam H?uston. After the battlecof San Jacinto in 1838, grand
fathe% went to Alabama, settled his businese 2ffzirs there and
we thén went with' him:to his home in:Texas., It seems to me now
that I remember rOct of the things that concerned us on our long,
wet, %uidy roed.ikrrand father gntertained us much 2t nightdwith
etori%s of Texas,- the were with Mexicane, commandéd by Precident,
SantaiAnna, masacree by mexicans =%t San Antonio, Coliad and other
place%, drawing of besns by Mier prisonere, battle of, San Jacinto
‘and 0+Hsr vattles, giving the names of many officere and men best

|
4
|
|
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_a2bout the preople, the wars and the country wer were moving f{

/214f7.¢zCA*?“¢g/.;f‘cf the festures of the country'is that they

known‘by,him. Grand fother wae & great admirer of Ceneral

Sam Houston and recaslled hie name

(o7

G
£

n
Houston wae opposed to the Americene holding to San Antonio
Golied and going into Mexico as was done; he wanted all to ¢
together., He gave accounts of the Austins', their lszbors wift
Mexican Covernment =nd failing to secure from that governmd
fer the Colony all that he expected z2nd had been promised. I

was not quite five years of age at that time but was concery

There were hundrede of things that I saw on that long, muddy

eeds moest, FHe szid that

and

tay

nt

1ed

O.

road that would interest little boys and girle if they could see

h the

them 28 I did. Once T will mention here, as follows: My grand-

father gave me a gray horee, called Bill, and my mother -hed
girl called Luvine. We rode Bill most of the time, I being

beh

e

in front,- often we were from a2 mile to g half mil

s

v

nd gur

wzagons; ,hickory nute, chinkpins and grapes were rlentiful =2pd we

%
Q

got our ehere., Our party ashesd creceses a big creek 2zn

amped ¢

ite right bank. Soon after they croesed the creek became a
from rain, My mother guarded for our coming but 4id not se
until Bill wes swimming and the girl screaming; I wae holdl

the saddle z2nd she to me. Crandfather cheered us and met u

then patted us un the head. My parents said we must not get be-

hines again and go in deep, ugly water.

On and on we went in mud, much of the time'to our deetiny,

grandfather'es home in Washington County where we met our kip and

other folks from Alabasma, which wae much haprineses to all of us.

We movers were tired, 2leso our horses and we-took = long rept.

talked of many things, Texas and heroree ¢f her wars were mpetly

Q

spoken of- it was 2 grand schooling to me to learn of the Sgate,

her men ard women and their valor.

:LANDSCAPE_OF TEXAS:

.

s

g??~<c¥?rlhe easgtern pary, eay one—fcurig covered with pine

other timbere, the other parte'éa§¥&ﬁtng the water courees [fringed

with timber, wide cr narrow, all well etocked with animale of many

7

i3

e

kinds, the water with fish; snakee znd reptiles in creat numbers.

The buffalo, desr,sntelope, hcrees inhabited the vrairies 1

J o

g S

oetly,



bears, muskhogs, panthers, leopard and many othér animals th
cat tribes like timer mostly.

:BOUNDARY OF TEXAS:

The Mexican Culf, south; Rio'Crande and Mexico west,

Louisians and Sabine river east, Oklahoma and Faneas north,

was a stateof Mexico ss late =28 1838 2t egame date bec=me =2n

dent Republic.

: THE AUSTI)

~

Moeges and Stephen F. began the colonization of Texs

e

o

eli=

u
ey

o

€

as early as 1830 with Mexico and succeeded in getting, sone

34000 Americans t¢ go there from the Statese of the American

Union; I think men from every etate went there, Phey were g

0]

a2 splendid body of settlers., Moses Austin began the colonig

b=

but sickened and died in Miesouri the same year, When on hij

=

A

7

death bed he ;

cked Sterhen Auetin, his son, to take hisg 1

and carry into effect hie plene, contracte and purrvoses witl
Mexican government snd people which he did judiciously as my
ae could until he and the:Mexican government fdled to do for

various reason? until the Coloniste revolted against the Mex

government emd sustained Austin.

Ceneral Sam Houston was rut in command of coclonisal

saldiere in February, 18386. On March 2nd, a contention of f

peoprle met at Washington, the County sest of county of the g

2
=

name, where they declared te no longer be pert of the Mexi

government but an Independ‘%& Texas Republic with Honorable
?reeident ahd other State 8fficers; cam Houston commender in

¢f the army of the Texae Republic,

+FRANCE AND TEXAS:

France clazimed anc controlled the affairs of Tex%
until 1820 and l=ater; the corwn head or Spranieh Government

for a time, next a Mexican Republic and later etill Texas

ertainly
ation |
g.

lace

the

ican

he

ame
can
Burnet

chief

=
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Republic, when in 1845 gshe became a state of t he American ULion.

Under ﬁhe etars and stripes to 1861, when she seceded from
government and became a state of the so-czalled Confederate
States of America to 1865, when she was caused by warAto ta
her place again with the Union of States where she may or m
not stay for a long reriod,- can't tell for sure, seems she

be a 1little fussy z2nd hard to please. We are situated on t

that
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|
eaet?side of the Rio CGrande and Mexico on the west, each
gove%nment claiming title to land and water to middle of the
rive# by treaty, which is about correct. Be that so, we have
on b&th sldes of the river cultivated a dispcsition to rob and
murder each other for what can be gained out of It. Meny revenue
and other officers have made money there, also merchants and
stockmen- I know they do it. I wabble and zigzag mpore or 1= ss
in my memoirs but it is done for theipuréose of information
to people who may chance %0 read this letter. My parente lived
and farmed and peddled in Washington County for three years.
Cften I have been aroused by father and mother at night when
they were moulding bullets and otherwise arranging matters so
thatifathervcould attend a call to go after bands of Mezicans
or Iﬁdiane. We moved from Washington to Fayette County;
farming and gardening wase mostly our trade. 1In 1846 father
enliéted in Tom Green's Company, Jack Hays$! Regiment andAwent
to cgll of Ceneral Taylor in the Mexican war. My uncles znd
cous;ns, the Shonts, went; our women and their children stayed
at héme and attended to the farms and other duties. Thét was
a year of much sickness at our home,- cyills and fever. Mother
and her childfiﬁzve yeers—of—=ge, Worked the 1ittle farm when
not in bed., One little sister, Delphio, died. Father wae in ‘the
army‘ani mother wext much. We were without money 2nd no one
had much. Grandfather was worn with age, his family all cone
from him by death, marriage or in the army. We certainly had a
lonegome and unhappy time that year. When father came home,
mothgr and children were much happy; father brought some
money which was fBid to him by the government for soldiering.
Father, mother and their children have: felt the pinch of
financial poversty séferely. Their children knew but little
of school hours and books, which hae borne heavily on them

since.

:COLONEL JOHN H. MOORE:
| In 1848, Moore with some twenty d"his neighbors
Went;to-Llano and SanSaba, the waters of the Colorado River,
prospecting for gold and silver. Fabulous accounts were

circﬁlated of the once rick m¥ne in that country. My fathex

wae qne ofZNoore's party. I was twelve years old then and the
| ;

onlysboy of the party. My gun was a single barrel shot-gun,
»

l
|



flint lecck- 7 thought T was well armed. Buffalo, honey and

ot her game wae there in plenty which served ue when needed,
aleo Indians. The Indians were not in large numbers where we
were but auffioignt to attempt 4o give us a night attack.
Caolonel Moore was a careful man, with much experience in a
frontier 1ife and Indians,; we had seen their eigns and a few
of them. Colonel Woore was careful to select the safest
camping ground. We reached the 1lano River about where the
County Seat of county of same name is now.situated and camped
on a high bluff in bend of the river. A guard of two men was
rut out to guard. At about midnight wexr wefe attacked by
Indiane; their attempt was to stampede our horses ahd us too,
Their first move, they tied bundles of hay on a horse's back,
tied a dry buffalo hide to the horse, set fire to the hay

eand ran the horse through our camp; the Indians yelled, blew
whistlee and other noise; all together they made a hideous
scene. Our guardemen opened fire, horses neighed 2and stamrsd
but failed to break ropes and run off; Our men were quick on
their feet, some shbts were fired by our men, the Indians threw
arrowe among us. The horse loéded with hay which was on fire,
jumped from a high bluff into deep water that extinguicehed the
fire and the poof 0ld horse wae not burned seriously. T was
on my feet in time to see.and hear the noise of both sideé and
to shoot my gun. When'the horee went into-the water a2ll was
in darknees and the Indians ceased their awful noise and things
soon became\quief. The next morning it was told by men who
were near and saw me shoot that T killed an Indian and he was
taken off by other Indians. I was congratulated by all' the
men, Colonel Moore included. I was s0 excited that the men
enjoyed my looks and acts. I guess it was a bush or nothing
thet I ehot at..Father told me later that the men were having
fun at my expense. I lost nothing by their fun but it made

a gort of hero of me; the boye a2nd girls at home thought :

wes smart and brave. The next morning after the stampede
Moore and party started for home. We found gold, silver, lead,

iron and other minerals, none of which hae been succescfubddy

worked but may 2t some future time, the iron is sure to be,
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There is mineral zll over mosgst of the country -and explorers

of the mettle, too. Our means for 2 living was lsboring in

various things, We moved fyom Fayette County in 1850 to
Lavaca, pitchéd a’farm orop and sold it to Mr. Steve Bess,
then went on to Comal County where we settled on Curry's

Creek, waters of the Cuadalupe River, and etayed thsre thirty

N years, At that point there were about two hundred Delaware

Indians, their chief was known to us as Delaware Bob. On the

banks of the 1little Blanco the Tank&g Indians, six hundred in

hod

number, ekd their home, Chief Placito, was their chief; both

- tribes were friends to the white man and were proud to be so.

The Lepans, five hundred souls, were camred on the Perdenas
River and thirty miles north of us mes their Chief, Castro.
They were our friends until 1852, when they got tired of ue
and moved to Mexico and settled on the Sabine River., 1In

1855 began the depredation on citizens of Texas. They killed
one Jessie Lawhon who had a wife and two little sons. Mr,
Lawhon was employed by Judge W. E. Jones to look after his,
Jonese, farm and ranch, Judge Jones caused Covernor E. M,
Peage t0 call the Texas Rangers to protect the settlers, James
H, Callahan, a2 man of strong mind and frontier experience, to

cuide the Trangers and I waes one of that number,

. *STATE RANGER:

In 1856 the Indians and Mexicane from the Mexicen
Republic did some thieving in Texas which caused Covernor,
E. M. Pease to call the rangers to drive them out. Governor
Pease authorized Captain Callahan to orgsnize a company of
rangers for that purpose, which he did.

Men ascembled as per the Captain's cdll-and were
by him informed that they could elect Commission officere to
lead them, leaving him out as he could not serve that year,
Candidates were at once called for znd an election held,
resulting in John W. Sansom being chosen for Captain and

Richard Huckett Lieutnant. Captein Callshan made return of

company organization to the Governor, who at once commissioned

&

i s ) St



the officers 2nd ordered the company to take service in June.
in a few days I sent a scout underLieutenant Huckett, =2
valuable, experienced officer, who found signs of five Indians
on the watere of Perdenalle and five jaded horees were hobbled
in a 1little secret glade of grass. Huckett was sg&tisfied the
Indians would be back there in a few days where they left the
horses, 2nd he arranged to catch them and did the: third day,
killing three of them and capturing ten horses., I reported
same to the Govsrnor, which pleased him. Twenty days later,
or the next full moon, I sent Seargent, Solomon Tanner, to
Joshua Creek, now in Kendall County, where he killed an Indian
and wounded an other and captured thirteeﬁ horees., I then
divided my company into three squads 2nd scoured the country
of upper Llano, Guadalupe and Medina for Indiane hiding in the
rough timbered country, close encugh to the settlers to raid
them when the moon light and other things suited them. All

of the scouts found Indians. T,:iwith my scout, made a sort of

treaty with a2 arty of forty Commanchie men and women to stay

(o]
|
ot
2 3
w

Llano all Wihter; they to keep other Indianes from coming
in by them to the settlements to depredate and to report to me
at my cemp every two weeks. They were under treaty with the
United States Government but had lost fheir treaty papers from
cetting wet.and torn in pieces. I made'a treaty in my name,

Of course, I wae not there to make treaties with Indians but
did and made it.good with the Tndiane and éovernor Pease. The
Indians acted in good faith, not another band of Indiane coming
in from that part of the country that winter. My other scouts
drove the other marauders to Mexico. Our term of service wase
for three months and then we were discharged, having done good
service to the esatisfaction of the Covernor, citizens and our-
selves, All of us went to our homes where we took a rest and

looked after our affairs there.

~N e A g T i
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:OAPTAT N JOHN W, SANSOM:

COVWQ”OR R. H. RUNNELS ADVINIQTRATION cae
1858-1859.,

In July of 1859, the Indians of Mexico joined some
Mexlcans:and raided a r= rt of the Texas bbdrder; they killed
soﬁe of the citizens and took many horses., Covernor %unnels
called for rangers and I wae commissioned to recruit and
organize e comnany. Judoe We E. Jones muetered us into the
service and reported the organization. E. Cramer was elected
Firet Lisuttenant and C. L. Shont Second lieutenant. We began
service on August first for a term 4 three monthe. In that
service one Indian was killed, some wounded and others driven
from the country into Mexico, which reetored reace and order
for a few monthe only,when they again began rading the settkrs.
The Governor did not call for more rangers. He was & candidate
for re;eleotion and General fam Houston was also a candidate
for the office. Governor Runnels was wealthy in negroes and
land and defeated Houston for governor two years previous.
Houeton was then =2 member of - Unjted States,Senaté and had voted

zeeinet the creztion of the V200 nse=teaio anatha—rorsss and
Dickson Line. Houston claimed that the line when once created
could not be erased entirely and would be 2 thorn in the way
of slave owners. The slave owners in the southern statss
believed Houston to be wrong, hence Texas voted for Runnele in
1857, Two years later they changed their minds and voted for
Houston and elected him by a2 handsome majority. Houston then
governor called for rangers which were supplied. I 414 not o0
ge I wanted to rest from the servuce, therefore turned my
attention to my private affairs. Fhen in my twenty-sixth
year of age I went to a county echool that was taught in Blanco
County by Pfamuel Johnson, who was an able Methédist Yinister,
My studies were reading; spelling and\mathematics, principally,
2ll of which I needed. The term of school was three months,

there being some twenty young men and young women who attended

the school, ©School advantages h2ad missed us in past years,

iy
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MY MARRIACE

TO

MISS HFLEN VICTORIA PATTON......

Mise Patton was the daughter of Judge Samuell Boyd

Patton, her mother, Flizabeth (Pezse) Patton. Our marriage

waeg on November 13th, 1880, by Reverend Samuel Johnson in the

County of Blanco, State of Texss. My wife was born in Bastrop
County,_Texas, March 10th 1843, and is said to be the firet
white daughter borntthere. Our home was in the immediste
front settlemente of Texas in Kendell County; or where 'tis
now, as long as it was‘facing hostile Indiane, which included
the years of the war of the states 1861-5. Our experiences

in the Indian and Civil War were most trying in many ways;

we shared the hardéhips of the wars and other burdens together
in a2l11 things, many of which tried and strained our souls

all we could bear., The Indian war’was‘bad but the Civil war/'
musch worse on Union reopvle than was the Indian, we know 28

we tried both. :

tMARRIFD EI GHTEEN YEARS:

When we had been married eighteen yesrs natures laws
gave us & tiny girl baby., We named her Victorias Mary rlizabeth
Jchn. She has heen a blessing to us since,- good like her
mother, who shared our joys and troubles together for more
than fifty years when by the lawes of God che passéd to the
other side-on Jénuary 14th 1815, and is sleeping‘in the
Migsion Burial Park near San Antonio, a2 family monument mark-

)
ing her home. To me she hae been, think of what 2 wife should

o
be, to-me she hza been that.

.
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KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE
1860--1865

The Knighte of the Colden Circle was a secret political
organization, its purposes to gather men and commit them to
rebel against the Federal Government and aid in the creation
of a Confederate Government. 4&HHNH!&.£Lavery was the paramount
issue of the Knighte of the Colden Circle in the Slavery States,
and cause set forth to strengthenine slavery and add other
territory for slave purpcses. Offices were established in many
localities of the seceding states, where recruite were enrolled
and where a far reaching cath wae adminiétered to them by
officers of the order. The recruits were sworn to obey orders
of cfficere appointed over them, e@ad they were lectured by able
speakers who taught them that thelr liberty was being taken
from them by the Abcliticnist and that their slaves would go
next. Much more was told them of their dire conditions should.
they not rally to the fore in self defense. The lectures were
very much sugar-ccated in most cases and the recruits felt wiser
and better for being a K. & G. C.. Of course, the leaders and
promoters of the Confederate cause did not take such oath; it
was not necessary for them to do so. Their follewers and helpers
were the ones t¢ do that and obey orders.

The K. 28 G. C. was formidable in Texas a2nd fully able
to take care of themselves, which they did in their way until
the time General R. E. Lee surrendered his army to General Grant
near Richmond, beginning April 9th, which btrought more happiness
to the American peorle than I can tell here. Ite quite doubtful
if the Confederacy would have been ze formidable as it was but
for the power given it by the K. % C. C. . The press and public
speakers over the country at that time made it easy for many

good citizens to join the Revelutionists.



HOUSTON'S ADMINISTRATION

185§-1861, ~

But before I enter iﬂto 2 statement of same, will
say that Covernor Houston was opposed to Texas seceding from
the Union of states and did his ffest to prevent same, He
convened the Legislature but got no help from it., The minde
of the people over the country were frenzy for eemmmedmmt
secession, I went to the State Capitol, where T met many
people who composed the eecession convention. Some talked
extravagantly of Lincoln's election, the abolitionist. CGovernor
Houston and 211 persone who thoucht 2s he did were considered
enemies of the peorle. Somé men said they ought to be hung;
Houston first, while others opposed suchaijfgglszgﬁaPure.
T was 80 alarmed at what I saw and heardxa% the Governor's
office and offered him my service to protect him in person
and his official ascts . My offer pleased him and he thanked
me, a2nd then sald you are the second man %0 make such an offer,
Ed Burleson wae firet. Are you arm=d, he asked? No; oiyy I
answered. He then presented me with a colts revolver, fixtures
and ammunition, saying you can protect yourself zgainet Indlans
taking your scalp when you are going home, I accepted the
revolver and thanked him for it. I read vetween the linee in

his timely gift and words following thie war in February, 186l1.
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¢tHOUSTON'S ADMINISTRATION:

1859~ MARCH- 1861.

~ QGeneral Sam Houston, was opposed to the secession
of Texas from the Federal Union and used his best efforts to
prevent same. His last great effort to check the frenzy of the
secessionists was t0 convene the Legislature in extra session,
with a hope of sécuring help in some way from that source but
failed to secure a sufficient force from that eeureeviLﬁ{iy
My home was in Kendall County, Southwest from the State
Capitol, & so0 great wae the clamor and excitement all over
the country by the people and press that I went to the State
Capitol to learn what they were or might do there. Next I went
to Governor. Houston's office and offered him my service with
a company of Militia which I was captain of at that time, to
protect him in his official acts. The Governor was pleased with
my offer. He said: "My son, you are the second man to make such
an offer, E4d Burleson was first." He then asked me: "Are you
armed." I answered: "No Sir."™ He then drew a colts revolver
from his desk and gave it to me, saying at the time: "I wish to
rarm you with this fine colts revolver and fixtures now, so that
when you go home you may be armed t0 keep the Indians from
scalping you." I read between the lines more meanings than one.
I thanked him for the present and informed him that I was stop;
ping with Judge John Hancock, where I would be until further
notice t0 him. That interview was our last. gome days later
the Becession Convention declared Texas no longer a State of the
Federal Union.
There was a secret meeting of Unionists held up stairs in
George Hancock's store the same day, ii@kthey decided to abide
by or raise no arms against the secessionists but passed resolu-

tions charging their acts to be rebellious and the death knell



T

Za

of slavery with the Civil War to follow.

That the reader may better learn or know some of the things
Governor Houston said or did, I copy in part his message to the
Legislature, also his speech at Brenham Texas on his way to his
farme in Walker County, Texas.

General Houston died at his home in Huntsville, Texas,

July 26, 1883.
tMESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATURE:

"The Executive feels as deeply as any of your Honorable
Body the necessity on the part of the Slave-holding States as
to secure to the fullest extent every right they possess. Self
preservation if not a manly love of liberty inspired by our past
history prompte this determination, but he cannot feel that hasty
and inconsiderate action, nor can he reconcile %0 his mind that
ocur safety depends on a hasty separation 'ere we have stated our
gievances or demand redress. A high resolve to maintain our
Constitutional rights, and failing to obtain them to risk the
perils of a revolution even as our fathers risked 1%, should in
my opinion actuate every citizen of Texas. ' Buf we should remember

/
that we owe duties to states having rights iq/co&mon with ours

and whoee institutions are the same as ours. No aggression can
come upon us that will not be vieited upon them, and whatever
our action may be, it should be ¢f that character which will
hold us blameless to posterity should the step be fatal to the
intereets of those states. While deploring the election of
Messre. Lincoln and Hamlin, the Executive has yet seen in it no
cause for immedlate and separate secession of Texas. Believing,
however, that the time has come when the Southern States should
co-operate and counsel together to devise means and maintenance
for their Coneitutional rights, and to demand redress for griev-
ances if any of the Northern States he has directed his efforts
to that end. Believing that a convention of the character contem-
pleted by the joint resolmtion of February 18th, 1858, should be

held, and desiring that the people of Texas should be represented
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in the same and have full opportunity to elect delegates
reflecting their will, he ordered an election to be held for
that purpcse of the first Monday in February, next. Although
gince that time four of the Southern States have declared them-
eelves no longer members of the Union, yet he confidently looked
forward to the assemblage of such a body.

A majority of the Southern States have as yet
taken no action and the efforts of ocur Bretheren of the Border
are not opposed to the seceding unity of the entire South. The
interests of Texas are closely identified remaining States,
and 1f by joining her Councils with them such assurance can be
obtained of a determination on the part of the Northern States
to regard ocur Coneitutional righte as will induce the sgat
which have declared themselves out of the Union to0 receive their %-
action, the end attained will eilence whatever reproaches the
harsh and inconsiderate may heap upon us. Texas, although iden-
tified by her ;neitutions with the statee which have declared
themselves out of the Union, cannot forget her relations to the
border states. Pressed for years by the whole weight of Abolition
influence, these states have stood aes a barrier to ite approach.
Theose who ask them to desert them now should remember that in
our days of gloom, when doubt hung over the fortunes of our little
army, and the cry for help went out while some who seek t0 induce
us to follow their precipitous lead. lcoked coldly on us. These
men sent men and money %0 our aid; their best blood was shed
here in our defence, and if we are to be influenced by considera-
ticn other than our own safety, these States seem determined to
maintain their ground and fight the Consitution within the Union
should have equal weight. And as the fact that statee which
have no higher claim upon us, without cause on our own part
severed the ties which made us one. Whatever may be the course
of Texas, the ambition of her people should be that she take no
ster except after calm deliberation. A past history in which ‘
wisdom, courage and patriosm united to found a Republic and a
State, is in our keeping; let not the record of no rash action

blur its pages. If, after passing through two revolutions another
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%g*a ‘ is upon us,.let the same prudence mark its course as when we
merged from an Independent Nation into one of the States of
the Union, holding ourselves above the influences which appeal
to our passions and predjudices; if we must be masters of our
destiny let us act like men who feel all the responeibilities
of the position they assume and ready to answer to the civilized
world, to God and to posterity. The time has come when in nmy
opinicn i% is necessary to invoke the Sovereign will for the
solution of this question affecting our relations with the
Federal Government. The people as the source of all power
vﬁ:“' can only declare the course that Texas shall pursue, and if
in the opinion of the Eexcutive they demand that the Legislature
shall provide legal means by which they may express as freemen.
at the ballot box. They have stood from revoluticnary schemes
and now await the action of your Honorable Body; they may in a
legitimate way speak through the ballot box. As one of the
special objecte for which you are convened, the Executive would
press this upon your attention and urge that such action be as
prompt as poesible. Be their voice as it may, we shall be united
and whether our future be prosperous or gloomy a common faith and
hope will actuate us; we have gone through one revolution in
Texas, a united people, Wwe can be united again and will be again
if the people are intrusted with their destiny. Much more did

the Governor say on same line and for same purposes.
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¥hen 1t became known that the secession convention had
finished their work in the main and that Governor Houston would
not offer further opposition to their acts, most of the Union-
ists then at the State Capitol went to their homes. I waé one
of them and we did as Houston did, quietly submitted to condi-

tiones of affaire of the States rules. MWany felt cramped to be

forced to submit to separation from the Union of States, but gﬁg}?‘

offersd no resistance other than to say they thought we would
be forced back into the Union by the lawful pedple of other states

that were not so helpless as we were.
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HON. JAMES P, NEFCOMB

Mr. Newcemb was born in Halifax, NovaScotia in 1836.
A% the age of five veare he came %0 San Antonio and made it
hie home until his death, October 16, 1907. He owned and
edited the Alameo Fxprese in San Antonio in 1881, oprosed the
secession of the States of the Federal Union with all his
ability which displeased the other side to such asn extent
that Confederate soldiere, with some citizens, went to his
office and burned hie printing press and attempted hie arrest
with intent to &o him bodily injury. Mr. Newcomb escaped
his enemy asnd left San Antonio to go to Kansas by Curry's
Creek, Kendal 1 County, stopped at the residence of his friend,
Judge W. E. Jones, first day out. I was sent for by Judge
Jones an%:éaused Newcomb to change his way to get out of
Texas. We knew he could not succeed in that route, that if
he went through the white settlement he would be arr@sted
by them, that he could not avoid the Knighte Colden Circle
and to go west of them would be killed by Indizns., We advised
him to go back te Mr. Frank Hebener, s friend of his ocut of
fan Antonio, hire a Mexican for guide and go to Mexiceo, which
he did. From there he went to California. At the close of
hostilities he returned to Texas and aidded in reorganizing the
State government, doing various thingse. One thing of much
importance was Cecretary of State under Covernor F. J. Davie!
administration for four years. Mr. Newcomb was well and foworably
known by all pereone of hie political fzith., He loved the name
of being a stalwart Republican to hie death, z2lways manly,
coneervative and generous. Mr. Newcomb was the leading speaker
of the twenty-fifth Anniversary of friends who gathered at
the Comfort Monument in honor of Union men who were Xkprxaxad
massacred in Kinney County, Texas, August 10th 18623, by State

and Confederate scldiers.




HOUSTON'S SPEECH
At

Brenham, March 31st:

Fellow Citizens:i-

It was not my purpcse or desire to addree you
today upon the great lssues ncﬁéénfronting our common country,
but 0ld soldier-comrades who fought with me at San Jacinto,
and other dear friends insist that I should explain why I refused
to take the oath of allegiance to the Confederate Government,
and why I have been deposed from the CGovernorship of our belecved
State. The earnest solicitations of my old scldier-comrades
outweigh my desire to remain silent until:the whirlwind of
passion and popular clamor hae subsided and the vecice of reasson §
can be plainly heard.

I shall, therefore, speak my honest sentimente :
and convictions, and now submit to you the reasons why I could
not take the oath of allegiance to the so-called Confederate
Governmenf, and thereby violate the oath of allegiance I toock
to the Federal Government when I entered upon the duties of
Chief Magistrate of Texas.

It has been the invariable rule of my life to 3
form no opinion upon any great, public question until I had
first carefully and impartially heard and considered all the
evidence and factes upon both sides and when I then form my
verdict, no fear of popular condemnation can induce me to change
or to modify it. I have never permitted popular clamor, passion,
predjudice or selfish ambition to induce me to change an opinion
or verdict which my conscience and judgment has once formed and
tell me is right. My only desire is %o be right, and for this
reason I cannot and will not sacrifice what my conscience and
Judgment tell me is right. I love the plaudits of my fellow-
citizens, but I will never sacrifice the principles of right

and justice for public favor or commendation.

%
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The vox pupuli is not always the voice of Cod, for
when demagogues and selfish political leaders succeed in arousing
public predjudices, and stilling the voice of reason, then on
every hand can be heard the popular cry of "Crucify him- crucify
him?® The vox pupuli then becomes the voice of the devil, and
the hiss of mobs warns patriots that peace and good government
ere in peril. I have heard such hisses upon the streets of
(Iustin, and I have also heard them upon the streete of Brenham,
and friends have warned me that my life was in great peril if
I expressed here my honest esntiments and convictions, But
neither the hiss of the mobs nor the howles of their jackal leaders
can deter_from an open avowal of my principles, or compel me to
take the ozth of allegiance to the Confederate Covernment., I
protest against surrendering the Federal Constitution, its govern-
ment and glorious flag, to’ the Northern abolition leaders, and
accepting in its stead a Confederate Covernment whose constitu-
tion contains the germs or seede of a decay that must and will
lead to ite speedy ruin and dismemberment, if it can ever secure
any real exlistence. That germ, that seed, is the principrle of
secession which permits any one or more of the Confederate States
to secede from the parent Confederate Covernment and establish a
geparate government.

Can any well informed man doubt that the time will soon
come when several of the Confederate States will secede from
the others? Why will such results follow the establishment of
the Confederate Government? DBecause, fellow citizens, there are
arbitious secession leaders who will be aspirante for the Presi-
dency of the Confederacy and the exercise of a controlling in-
fluence in ite government, and who, when their destinies are

frustrated, will lead their respective States into secessicn

~ for no other reason than to eecure high positions in its govern-

ment. Seceesion accomplished by the Southern States, within
ten years we will have as many separate Confederate Covernments

ae there may be States in the original Confederacy. In time, each
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of these will fall an easy prey tc a foreign government. The
increase of secession 1eaderé will be rapid and lérge in each
of the Confederate States, and their contests with éach cther
for pelitical supremacy will breed discord, promote conspiracies
and revolutions and finally give birth to court Julianse, or
traitors, who will call to their aid foreign governments to
despeil the peorle.

Never will I consent tc give up our Federal Constitution
and Union for a Confederate Constitution and Union whose foundation
principle of secession must and will prevent ite successful
eetablishment; or, if it shouldd succeed, whose success would be
only temporery, whose short-lived existence weould end in revolu-
tion and ruin.

The Federal Constitution, the rederal Covernment and its

Starry Flag are glorious heritages bequeathed to the South and

&

all sections of our common country by the valor and patriotism

of Washington and the brave revolutionary soldiers who fought

for, and won American Inderendence. Our galaxy of Southern
presidents,- Washington, Jefferson, Monroe, Taylor, Tyler, Jackson
and Polk, cemented the bond of Union between all the States, and
it cannot be broken, Washington'declared for an individual Union,
and Jackson made the secessioﬁ of South Carolina and other States
imposesible., Jefferson, by the Louisiana purchase, added a vaét
émpire to our Union, and Polk followed his example by extending it
to embrace Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado and California,
Monroe established the Monroe Doctrine, which will for all time
preserve and safeguard the govermnments of the Western Hemisphere
against foreign conquest. Our Presidents of Northern birth have
been equally patriotic, equally just to the South. Not a single
Southern right has been violated by a president, or by and Federal
Administration. .President Lincoln had been elected because se-
cession Democratic leaders divided the Democtatic party and caused
the placing in the field of two Democratic tickete. Both branches
of Congress are Democratic; therefore, it will be impossible to

enact and enforce any laws or measures that can injure Southern
rights. But grant, for the sake of argument, that the time may
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come when both branchee of Congress are republican, and laws

are enacted and enforced which will injure or destroy Southern
rights; what will we do then? I answer that ‘'sufficient unto the
day is the evil thereof,'! and that there will never be any danger
cf the Republican Party controlling both branches of Congrees and
all branches ¢of the Federal Government, if the secession leaders
will but let the Democratic pafty remain a so0lid, indivieible
party.

But if the day should ever come when Southern rights
are ruthlessly violated, or injured by the Republican party, we
of the South will then fight for our rights under the Stars and
Stripes, and with the Federal Constitutign in one hand a2nd the
sworn in the other, we will march on sﬁﬁAassured victory.

I believe a large majority of our Southern people
are cpposced to secession, and if the secession leaders would
permit out people to take sufficient time to consider the question
of secesesion, and then hold fair elections, the secession movement
would be defeated by an overwhelming majority. But the secessicn
leaders declare secession has already been peaceably accompliehed,
and the CTonfederate Government's independence and sovereignty will
socon be acknowledged by all foreign governments, and the Confederate.
CGovernment will then be permanently established, without blcodshed.
mhey might with equal truth declare that the fountains of the deep
blue seas can be broken up without disturbing their surface waters,
ag to tell us that the best government that ever existed for men
can be broken upr without bloodshed.

The secession leaders also tell us that if war should
come, Eurcpean nations will speedily come to our relief, and aid
us to win our independence, because cotton is king and Eurcpean
commerce and civilization cannot long exist without cotton; therefore,
they must help us establish and perpetuate our Confederate Govern-
ment. Gentlemen who use such false, misleading statements, for-
get, or elee are ignorant of the fact that commerce and civilization
existed for a long periocd of time before cotton was generally known

or used. They also forget, or else are ignorant of the fact, that
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the best sentiment of Europe is opprosed to our system of
negro slavery.

They alec tell us that if war comes, the superior
courage of our people, and thelr experience in the use of fire-
arms, will enable ue to triumph in battle over ten times our
number of Northern foes. Never was there a more false and
absurd statement made by designing demagegues. I warn you that
Civil War is inevitable, and is nesr at hand. When i% éomes,
the descendants of the heroes.of 1exington and Bunker Hill will
be found equal in patriotisnm, courage and heroic endurance %0
the descendanﬁs of the heroes of cow-pens and Yorktown. For
this reason I predict that the Civil War now so near at hand,
will be stubborn and of long duration. We are sadly divided
among ourselves, while the North and West are united. Not
only will we have to contend against & united and harmoniocus
North, but we will have to battle against tens of thousand of
our own peoprle who will never desert the Stars and Stripes, or
gurrender the union of States for a Southern Confederacy of
Etates whose principle of secession just inevitably lead to
discord, conspiracy and revolution, and at last to anarchy and
ruin.

When the tug of war comes, it will indeed t@f the Greek
— meéting Greek. Tehn, oh, my fellow-countrymen, the fearful
conflict will fill our land with untold suffering, misfortune and
disaster. The soill of our beloved South will drinl deep of the
precious blood of our sons and bretheren. In earnest prayer
to my Heavenly Father, I have petitioned Him to cast out from
my’mind the dark forebodings of the coming conflict. My prayers
have not availed, and my mind and heart are yet darkened by the
baleful ehadows of approaching disastrous event, I cannot close

my eyes against the light and voice of reason. The die has been
cast by the designing leaders whom you have permitted to sow bread-

N cast the seeds of secession, and you must, 'ere long, reap the

fearful harvest of conspiracy and revolution.

11
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9 CLARK'S ADMTNISTRATION

++++MARCH 1861 to DECEMBER 18861:....

Governor Edward Clark was born in GCeorgia, he held offices

in Texas and in 1859 was elected Lieutenant CGovernor with Governor
Houston at the head of the ticket. Governor Houston refused to0

take the oath of office as Covernor of Texas under the Confederate
Covernment and his office was filled by Lieutenant Edward Clark.
Governor Clark was a K. 6. C. and a sincere Confederate, he did
""""" all he could for his cause in a business like way but he did not
go out of his way to precsecute, run down and kill Union men that
were opposed to Rebellion but was rather kindly disposed toward

them, who in turn reciprocated. Clark was not vicious, but rather

gentle to all Constitutionists.

14
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LUBBOCK'S ADMINISTRATION
1861-18€3

Governor Frank R. Lubbock was a fervent advecate of
secession and a Confederate Government, and as Knight of the
Golden Circle he did the best he knew how to aid in the cause
of a Confederate Government and the destruction of the Federal
Government by death to Union sympathizers, arson, robery and
insolence. He caused General P. 0. Hebar, who was commander of
the Louisiana, Texae and New Mexico Military department to declare
martial law in Texas. On May 30th 1862, Hebar was made Ceneral
by the Confederate Covernment and assigned to said department.
Hebar's home was in Louisiana., He acted solely on Governor
Lubbock's information, advice and requesgt. General Hebar knew
Lubbock to be Texas Governor and acted on his request. General
Fouston then living on his farm in Walker County wrote a letter
to Lubbock, deploring and dencuncing the act. If Lubbock replied
to Houston's letter I never knew it. I was Sheriff of Kendall
County at tﬁat time and I had witnessed allef that country made
into counties and settled by the best kind of citizens, from
Germany, Tennessee, Virginia, Illincis and other states. They
were farmers, stockmen, mechanics and in a emall way manufacturers.
Many were highly educated in art and languages and the equal in
civilization of any other community in all Texae. I have often
been with some of them in fierce conflict with hostile Tndiane
to save our families and friends from their scalping knife, home
and live stock from destructicn. All the peoprle were quietly
etaying at their home guarding same and deploring Civil War, when
to their horror they read in the San Antonio Herald that the
people living in the Counties of XKendall, Kerr, CGillespie and
Edwards were in open rebelion against the Confederate States of
America.

General H. P. Bee, commanding Confederate forces, with
headquartere at San Antonio, waes the author of the Declaraticn
which he followed up by creating martial law and appointing‘Proﬁost
Marshall, sent a military force there and made war on the citizens

S -
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LUBBOCK'S W W O -y
1861-1863.

Covernor Lubbock waes 2 member o the Knighte CGolden
Circle and a most Bealous worker for the so-called Confederate
government. He lssued many proclomations to the people urging
them to war messures, one of which he szaid to the people was:
Prepare yourselves for war and defend your familiée againet
carnage, slaughter, massacre and other outrages of the vandale
who are invading your country and home. Another act of the
Goveinor wag that he caused Ceneral P.?%0. Hebert to declsare
martial law in Texgs on ﬁay 30th, and in July the”qunties of

Kendall, Kerr, Cillespie and Edwards were declsred ta\be in

rebellion against the Confederate State of America. Ceneral H. P..
Bee who commanded Confederate forces with headquarters at San Antohio,
Texas, ordered Ceptain James M. Duff with three companies of
Confederate soldliers and one company of State troops to go to the

counties said to be in rebellion and put down the rebellion there.

I was sheriff of Kendall County at the time and witnessed the
invasion of the county by Captain Duff and men, One Mr. Craham

was appointed Provost-yarshall in Kendall County. One military

comrany commanded by one Lieutenant Holmes was placed there to 2id

the Marchall. FHolmes did some service;the Marshall, Colonel

Graham, wes 2 considerate man 2nd did only his duty aes he saw 1%

under conditions. I will sgain tell more of Captain Duff's awful

work.

T+ wae claimed thet under Covernor Lubbrck'e admin-
gu. e W

ietration he organized in Texae,,for the Confederate covernment,

AN
I don't know as to thaty but sm setisfied there wese never more
than 3q900 who did active service. I know that many men of the
organized forcee refused to go East of the VieslgelppliRiver.

I also know that ~overnor Lubbock's entire administration to be

tyranical and savage.
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The many discordant versions prevalent among our peoprle
respecting the tradgedy known under the appellation of the
"Nueces Massacre," which took place Aug. 10th 18863, during the
dark days of our Civil war, and the furthe fact that a trust-
worthy or exhaustive report does not exist, or cannot be obtained
from official archives, has induced thé author, as a participant
and eye witness (in so far as individual can be an eye w ess
to such an encounter) to publish his experience and observations,

as they now are, and as long as life holds out will be protrayed

"in hie memory's eye.

Peace now reig. ns through our land. But a few years

;and those that took part in that great conflict will have been

, gathered to their sires and no witness remain. To the older

. inhabitants the horrors of our Civil War are still vivid to the
‘ memory, to the middle-zged they are but a history as other

' histories, and to the young a tradition bordering on the myth-

‘ical, Thie may be well and at all events it is natural, but to

those of our people, who, through relatives or friends are in-
terested, and to those making a study ofour troublesome times,
these pages will be welcome.
John W, Sansomn,
The Author.

San Antonio, Texas, October lst 1905.




BATTLE OF NUECES RIVER

McKinney County, Texas, August 10, 18623.

I have often been asked by the Unicnists engaged in the
battle with Confederate forces on the Nueces River, August
iOth, 1862, have made nc report of the affair from their view
point. Not knowing all the reasons that have caused their
silence, I can only say for myself that I went along with the
party as a gueet, it wae neither my duty nor my privilege to
make any reprort. In commen with all the Unionists survivors
there engaged and their relatives and friends, I expected that
duty to be performed by either the leader of the party or by
the Chief of the Union Loyal League, which had in 1864 been
organized in the country north and west of San Antonio, Texas,
and under whose advice the party was under way to Mexico.

As however, the Unicnists have not published an account
of the affair, as all but a few are dead and the living survi-
vors 0ld and feeble and may not undertake the work, and because
official reports have been made on the Confederate side that,
if not absclutely untrue in their entirety are yet exceedingly
vartial and quite misleading. I deem it now both my duty and my
privilege to put on record a true and concise account of the
battle as I saw it and know it to have been. Had I told the
story at any time before "Father Time" had cooled my blood and
g0 tempered my mind as to enable me, I believe, to write both
fairly and impartially, I would likely have embellished 1t with
comments, little calculated to be soothing to certain Confederate
cfficers., But time softens all asperities and whatever i1l will
I felt in the Sixties against individuals, or aggregations of
individuale, has been transformed, as far as human nature permits,
into friendehir and love. Then, I should have held more than one
person up to the indignant scorn of their fellow compatriots;
now I shall simply relate facte, and leave inferences and conclu-

sions to the good sense and consciences of my reasders.
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Before going intoc the details of the battle, though,
let me put on record a charter of hitherto unwritten lccal
history which may prove of interest to the descendants of the
old-timers, and which will explain why it was the Unionists
came to be where they were when attacked by the Confederates.

Not only was there a very light vote polled on the
question whether or not Texas should secede, but only a bare
ma jority of the votes cast spcke in favor of secession. In
portions of West Texas, and notably in the Counties of Cillespie,
Kerr and Kendall, and in localities of Medina, Comal and Bexar
Counties, the opposition to a severance of the Union remained
unchanged by the election, and but for wise counsel, might have
rroduced more and bloodier strife than there was between those
who held fast to the Union and those who transferred their alle-
giance to the Southern Confederacy. That thie opposition was
composed in large numbere of German residents in the counties and
gsections named, is true; and it is also true that they were then
ag now citizens of the State of Texas and of the United States
of America by birth and adoption, and had every richt as Americans
to continue faithful to their convictions. That the wise coﬁnsel
needed was not lacking, is demonstrated by the fact that shortly
after the promulgation of the Ordinance of Secession, a2 "Unicn
Loyal League" was organized in June 1861, by representatives from
the sectione named.

Its object and purpose, nct to create or encourage strife
between Unionists and Confederate sympathizers, but to take such
action as might peaceably secure its members and thelr families
from being disturbed and compelled to bear arme against the Union,
and to protect their families against the hostile Indians. Only
eighteen persons were present at the first and initial meeting,
but these were the chosen representatives from as many different
sections. FEach of these bound himself by a solemn vow not to bear
arme against the Federal Covernment, and each wase appointed by the
body as a Committee of one whoee duty it was to persuade othere to

join the League and make the same pledge. Then the eighteen dis-
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rersed and went to work so dilligcently amd with such success,

that on July the 4th, 1862, several hundred male Unionists met

on Bear Creek in Gillespie County, and proceeded to perfect

the organization. Among other measures taken up was the organ-
ization of three companies, tc wit: The Giliespie County Company,
Jacob Kuechler, Captain; Valentine Homan, Lieutenant. The Kendall
County Company, E. Kramer, Captain Hugo Deneger, Lieutenant, and
the Kerr County Company, Henry Hartman, Céptain; Phil G. Temple,
Lieutenant. Having elected Company officers, the three companies
then elected Fritz Tegener as Major to command the battalion. In
additicn to the foregoing action, an Advisory Board of which rdward
Degener, Esq., since a member of Congress from Texas, and othere
of the members, was appointed, and a joint meeting of the Advisory
Board and the officers elected immediately held. Then the Com-
ranies were dispersed to awailt such orders as further develop-
mente might require.

A few days later Captain Henry Hartman, Lieuternant Phil
G. Temple and other members of the American Company left Texas
and went to New nrleans by way of Mexico. Several other members
were killed by Duff and Company at their homes later.

Up to the date of the meeting on Bear Creek, there had
been no friction between the Unicnists and Confederate authorities.
But about the 20th day of July 18682, Major Teneger while at work
in his grist and saw mills received informaticn that the General
then in chief command in the State of Texas had declared the
Counties of Gillespie, Kendall, Kerr, Edwards and Kimble to be
in open rebellion against the Confederate States of America, and
had ordered Col. James M. Duff to take such prompt and vigorous
measures as, in his judgment were necessary to put down the
rebellion in said Counties. MWMajor Tegener at once called a
meeting of the Advisory Board of the Leagus, and when they as-
sembled it wae decided to disband the three Companies orcanized,
ag an assurance to the Confederate military authorities that no

armed conflict was to be expected, and that all Union¥s¥p unwilling
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to submit to Confederate rule, be invited and advised to meet
Major Tegener at a point on the headwaters of Turtle Creek in
Kerr County, on the lst day of August, and accompany him into
Mexico.

On the 25th of July, Hon.Edward Degener came %0 my house
en Curry's Creek, and communicated to me the facte concerning
the organization of the Union Loyal League, and the recent action
of ite officers and Advisory Board and the reasons therefor., He
also informed me of the intenticn of his two sons to accompany
Ma jor Tegener into Mexico, and said that if I wanted to go and
could make my arrangements in time, he would be glad if I would
go as their guest. Although I had previously decided to go to
Mexico by a different route, I changed my mind and accepted Mr.
Degener's kind invitation, and having settled my home affairs
went with his sons to the meeting place on Turtle Creek, arriving
there on the 31st of July.

Ageembled there and recognized Major Tegener as their
leader were about eighty men. In the afternoon eof the'follcwing
day, August lst, 1862, sixty-one of these, including myself and
Major Tegener, set out for the Rio Crande with the intention of
crossing over into Mexico. Believing, as did the Major and most
of the party, that they had eluded the Confederate troops, known
to be hunting for them, we pursued our way slowly and very much
at our leisure, about fifteen miles a day on the average being
made. Later, but alas too late to be of service to us it was
learned that a man by the name of Burgeman, who had been at many
of the meetings and had been confided in as a true Unioniet, had
betrayed to the Confederates the place of meeting a2nd the route
to be taken. DBurgeman was not a resident of any of the counties
from which the members of our party came, and subsequently develop-
ments gave us reason to believe that while associatine with a

Unioniet, he was acting as a spy in the employ of the Confederates.

But suspecting neither betrayal nor pursuit, Major Tegener
while moving on eteadily made no haste. On the eighth day we fell
in with four men, Tom Scott, W. B. Scott, Howard Henderson and

William Hester. Being solicited by Major Tegener to join us, they
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rerlied that as the Nueces River wae not far distant, that they
would accompany us that far certainly, and that once arrived
there, might decide to go on with us to Mexico. We made the
Nuecee‘River early in the morning of August the 9th, pitched

camp about one hundred and fifty yarde west ¢f the stream in

a tolerably open place under cedar trees so scattering as not

to obstruct the breeze. Still not even suspecting we were being
pursued, and least of all that an overpowering force was close

on our heels, no special precautions were taken against surprise.
Although two men were detailed as guards, it wés more for the
rurpose of keeping our horsee together and on gocd pasturage

than for protection of our party against the sudden and unexpected -
approach of enemies. Deer, turkeys and other game were abundant
in the country whére we were, and hunting parties were geing and
coming all day. It was not until about sunset that the least
uneasiness was felt. About thet time one of the hunting parties
returned with the report that they had seen strangers whose evident
desire for concealement appeared suspicious. This inteliigence
created considerable commotion, But at that juncture another party
of hunters returned to camp, and learning the excitement quickly
allayed it by the statement that they were the strangers the first
rarty had seen- that just to see what the first party would do,
they had first shown themselves a2nd then made a pretence of con-
cealing themselvee. This statement at once turned the laugh on
the first party; it was toc good a joke not to be enjoyed, too
reasonable an explanation of the first party's alarm not to be
accepted as the true and only one. All unezssiness vanished and
calm instantly restored, not an effort was made to verify or prove
falee the story told by the first party. And wﬁile the supposed
victims ¢f the second party's joke were being unmercifully teased
and made fun of, a third party of hunters came in and unwilling

to acknowledge themselves victims of the same joke failed, until
tooc late to do any good, to report that they had also seen stran-
gere who zcted so suspiciouely that they had come back at once to

camp to report the circumstances.
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But even in the midet of all the joking and jollity, there
were duties to be performed, for by the time the sun was fairly
down, the horses had all been caught and tied, and a night guard
detailed and instructed. Then came a feast on the game that had
been killed during the day, and after that some of the young men
amused themselves by wrestling, turning summersaults, playing
leap-frog and light games. When they tired themselves, speech-
making began, some of the subjects of the speeches being "Fatherland,"

"America,®" "Citizenship," "Civil War," and "Refugeeing TR vexico."
The speeches were interpreted to me by Major Tegener, a German and
English scholar, and I thought them suited to the occasion,

The speaking at an end, I called Major Tegener to one side
and said to him: "Are you entirely satisfied, Major, that our boys
saw no strangers around this evening?" "Of course I am," he an-
>swered, "why 40 you ask?" "Because, said I, "I fear they did see
strangers, and if they did, it means harm to us", and continuing,
I suggested that as he had never put me on guard duty, he should
do so that night. He replied that there was no need of me doing
guard duty at any time, and as for that particular night, the
guard had already been detailed and instructed. I then asked him
to instruct the guard to call me at two O'clock in the morning,
and he promised to do so. A moment later, I said: "Major, you
can if you will, get ready and leave here in thirty minutes. The
mocn is shining and the night air will give us cocl traveling.
Suppose you pull right cut from here, and cross over into Mexico
before halting again." Much more I said to the same purpose,
and i1t evidently set the Major to thinking seriouely. At any
rate he said he would confer with others of the party, and if
they thoﬁght as I did, the march would be resumed as quickly as
rossible. But when he broached the subject to Captain Kuechler
and Lieutenant Degener, both of them expressed themselves as
being convinced that no strangers were any where arcund, and as
being in favor of remaining in their present camp until morning.
That settled the question against an immediate start and dropping

the subject, all retired to their pallets to rest.
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I was not called by the guard at two O'clock, but I
awocke just about three O'clock, znd a few minutes later was
called. I had not undressed when I lay dqwn, but had slept
ag soldiers express it, "on my arms," so arising at once, I
followed the guard, Mr. Leorold Bauer. When we had gone about
sixty yards, he in front and I about twenty feet behind him,
he entered a dense cedarbrake, and, as he entered, was, with-
out being hailed, shot dead by a Confederate lying in ambush
at that point. I replied to the shot by firing instantly at
eixty or more Confederates who at the sound of the first gun
roee from thelr blankets and rushed pell-mell over a space
of open ground to a part of their command which lay under the
cedars-some slxty yvards south of the place where Bauer was
killed. The shot that killed Bauer alarmed the camp, and fast
and furious firing began between the contending parties. 'At
its very beginning, Ernest Bdﬁier, a Unioniet guard, who unluck-
ily stood between the two fires, was killed, but whether by friend
or foe will never be known, I saw him fall and know that he fell
fighting. A moment later the Confederates made a charge upon the
Unioniste which was gallantly repulsed, and a counter-charge made
upon the Confederates. While repulsing the advance of the Con-
federates or during the counter-charge, Major Tegener was serious-
ly wounded in two places, and two members of his command also
received wounds. I think there was up to this time a hundred
gshote exchanged, then came a lull ¢f an hour during which there
was but an occasional shot fired. |

. The camp of the Unionists had been approached by the
Confederates from the east and south. According to my watch
the battle began a few minutes after three O'clock A.M., two
hours sooner, I have reason t¢ think, than the Confederates in-
tended it should begin,

As will appear from what I have already said, I was not

in the Unioniste camp at the time the firing commenced, but
about sixty yarde away from it where Bauer was killed. When I

sought to join my friends there, they very naturally tock me for
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an enemy, anf firing on me, came very near killing me, one
ball passing through my clothing and grazing the skin abeve U%’
my stomach, and another cutting the flesh from a finger of my
right hand.

I crawled to a place out of sight of both parties and
began to think what I could and should next do. It occurred to
me at once, that I could do the greatest good for myself and
my Unionist comrades by making a careful reconnoissance of the
Confederate forces, and this I did effectually by creeping
around tc theilr rear, and so near to them as tc fully satisfy
myself concerning their numbers and their location. This
accomplished, I went some distance back into the cedare, and
taking a course that I thought would carry me well around the
Confederates, started to our camp. Not going far enough tq/;he
west, however, I walked right up to a squad of Confederates’
concealed in a thick standing grove of cedars, some sixty yarde
southwest of the Unionist camp. Before I knew it I was so0 close
to the party that I could easily have rut my hand on one of them.
Noticing that they wore no hate but had handkerchiefs tied around
their heads, I immediately toock off my hat, and carrying it in
my hand, backed away from the party. They saw me plainly, but,
I reckon supposed me to be a Confederate; at any rate they did
not take me to be a Unionist, and so, let me go. Not unwilling
to go, I went quickly to a point northwest of the camp, and
thence crawled on my stomach into.its friendly precincts., DBut
careful as I was, I narrowly missed being fired at. When about
twenty feet from the camp, I heard the click of the locks of
gune about to be aimed at me, ' and called out, "Don't shoot,
Sansom." No reply being made, I repeated the call, was then
answered by Captain Cramer, who eaid: "Come on, come on, Captain,
I came near shooting you."

Knowing what I did, I at once advised Captain Cramer
and Lieut. Simon (they were brothers-in-law) that if they
wiehed to continue the fight, the Unioniets should abandcn
their present position and select one where they would not

only be less exposed to the fire of the enemy, but have a better
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chance to damage the enemy. I then went to where ngor Teneger,
who although bleeding profusely had not relinquished command,
where he lay on his pallet using his saddle as his breast work,
and to him reported the discoveries I had made during my recon-
noissance- putting the number of Confederates at one hundred -
and perhaps more of picked and well-zarmed men, and advising a
prompt withdrawal of our forcee. He seemed to favor the move,
and I went over to my own pallet close by where lay my four
mess-mates, Hugo Degener, Hilmer Degener, A. Brune and Pablo
The Lo~
Diaz,ha Mexican, all of them ready, if not anxious, to continue
fighting. During a conversation I had with Lieut. Degener, he
asked 1f I knew what the plans and intenticne of our officers
were, I told them I believed they had determined to withdraw to
& better position., "Withdraw!" he exclaimed; "Never! Our two
guards have been killed, Major Tegener and two othere of our
comrades wounded, and if we leave here, they will get our horses,
our rations, and all our equipage. - I would rather fight here
until every man of us ie killed than to go anywhere else." 1In
rerly to this I said: "Hugo, they out-number us greatly, and
they have a much better position than we., For these reasons we
ought to withdraw. In the shuffle and excitement of geing from
one place to another, we may get their horses and equipments in
exchange for those we may lose. I am in favor of retirement
from our present position, so am going to carry my saddle with
me and look out the safest route for our withdrawal. The Scott
boys, Henderson, and Hester, who had heard all that wae said,
immediately proposed to accompany me and the five of us, I
carrying my saddle made our way cautiously to the spot where
young Bauer 1%} dead, face downward. Turning the body on its
back, I covered it with one of the many blankets the Confederates

had left scattered around.
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Seeing no movement in the camp which indicated any ef-
fort to withdraw, T said to the men with me: "Well, boys,
they have not yet made up their minds to withdraw, but may
later, so let's tie some of these horses back in the cedars
where the boye can easily get them." By this time we had tied
a number of the horses to the trees, day began to dawn, and
the firing commenced. Our party of five moved closer to the
enemy somewhat to their rear, intending to attack from that
directicn, but when we pulled triggers, four of the guns snapped,
mine only firing. While the Scott boys, Henderson and Hester
were‘picking the tubes of their rifles in an effort to clear 1
them of bad powder, the Confederates made a determined charge j
upon the Unioniet camp. All ¢f them, however, were driven back
except one man, presumably an officer. "They are giving way
boys, come on, charge." Encouraged by that infermation the
Confederates faced about and again charged and won the fight.

While theee assaults were being made, I fired as rapidly
as I could at the Confederates, but my comrades could do nothing.
When I saw Major Tegener and the survivors of his command leave
the camp and the Confederates take possession of it, I told the
men with me to get horses, and hurried back to Bauer's body where
I left my saddle. I at once saddled a comrade's horse, using a
Confederate blanket for a saddle pad, and aleo taking another
one to use as a pallet. I captured these blankets right where
comrade Bauer lay dead, mounted my horse and rode in a circle
completely around the encampment and scene of battle.

At a point west of the camp about 2350 yards, I was
hailed by four Confederates. As I 4id not stop, they fired
several shots at me and I at them. Croesing to the east bank
of the river, I came upon four of my comrades, namely, Henry,
Schwelthe;m, Jacob Kusenberger, F. and A. Graf, but as they
took me for one of the enemy, I did not succeed in halting them.
Going on a little further I came to a high bluff in a cedar

Sovae |5v
brake which overlooked the late battle ground,hand here I

remained until about ¥ O'clock A. M. watching the Confederates
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as they stood and walksed about the camp and its dead and wounded,
and going to and from the river, their only place of securing
water. Then satisfied that I could do no more good by a longer
stay, I rode away, dazed by the tragedy that had robbed of their
lives nineteeen vigorous young men, and wounded more or less
gseriously eix of whom I know of.

The number of dead and wounded would have been the same
or nearly so, on each side, had not the Confederates killed all
of our wounded who fell into theitr hands, and put to death the
wounded who surrendered to them.

Of the Unioniete at the beginning of the battle there
were exactly sixty-five men. About forty of these were fairly
well armed with muzzle-loading guns and six-shooters; the others
were poorly armed- one man having neither gun nor pistol.

Ag vefore stated, I estimated the number of the enemy at
a hundred or more. Every man of them was well armed, some of
them, likely, breech-loading rifles. Besides, T have no doubt
that they had been specially selected for the occasion. At no
time were we hailed by the Confederates,- 2t no time was an in-
quiry made as to who we were, where we were going or what were
our purposes. Having read a proclamation from the Confederate
Government announcing that all personsAfriendly to it might leave
the country, we believed we had a right to go in large or small
bodies, as best sulted our convenience, to the border and there
cross over into Mexico. We wanted t¢ go peaceably,: and would
have gone peaceably, but for being followed and attacked. Then
believing that we had a God-given right to defend ourselves from
violence, come from what quarter it might, we put up a fight of
which not one of us need to be or are ashamed. Major Tegener and
the brave men he commanded fought as heroes do for the right, and
notwithstanding the Confederates had largely the advantage in
numbers, quality of arms and position, sustained themselves man-
fully. The Confederates fought well and won, but twice during

the engagement reeled under the fire of the Unionists 2nd staggered
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back to cover, and seemingly felt no assurance of victory until
the camp was abandoned by able-bodied defenders and resistance
there was useless.

Every man of the Union force, wounded or unhurt who
surrendersd on the 10th of August, 1863, or subsequently, wase
put to death.

The Confederate forces consisted of detachments from
Captain Donnelson's Company of the 2nd Texas Mounted Rifles,
Capt. Duff's Company of Texas Partisan Rangere, Capt. Davis'
Company of State troops, and Taylor's Battalion, all under command
of Lieut. C. D. McRae of the 2nd Texas Mounted Rifles.

Brave and fearless ag I must frankly acknowledge Lieut.
McRae to have been, I am compelled to doubt to the point of

emphatic denial, the truth of that part of his report in which
he says, in effect, that as no quarter was asked hy the Unioni

e had no prisoners to report. That the Unionists made a deter-

mined resistance and fought with desperation is perfectly true,
for each man of them was a brave man, but that not one of thenm,
either wounded or unwounded, asked for quarter, is contrary both
to human nature and fact. It is simply impossible that not one
of those who on that day and subsequently, fell into Confederate
hands while 1ife lingered in his body, surrendered without arms
in his hands, and by that act, if in no other way, asked for
quarter,- for the treatment which civilized people the world over,
accord willingly to a prisoner of war, I know of my personal
knowledge that only nineteen of the Unionists were killed in
ba&tle. Six of the wounded Unionists only, made thelr escape,-
what became of the other wounded?

Commanding the men as he did and knowing the country so
well it would have been an easy undertaking for Major Tegener to
have ambushed and killed every Confederate command, large or
small, that was sent into the counties that were declared to be
in rekellion against the Confederate Government. But not willing

t0 add:fuelto the fires of hatred agginst Unionists already burning
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in the bosoms of Confederate sympathizers, not willing to in-
augurate a stfife in Texés between neighbors that would have

laid waste a fair and emiling land and broucht grief and death

to women and children, he and his neighbors thought it best to
leave the State and wait for the better times they felt sure

were coming. It was while leaving, and leaving peaceable at that,
that his party was attacked and so many of it murdered.

The members of the Union Loyal League were good citizens-
their occupations being farming, raieing live stock, and in a small
way, manufacturing. Two-thirds of them were Germans either by birth
or parentage, the other third Americans. Of the Unionists under
command of Major Tegener at Nueces River 59 were Germans, all of
the others Americans except Pablo Diaz, a Mexican, Hon. Edward
Degener, the head of the Advisory Board of the Union Loyal league,
was a Cerman by birth, but an adopted citizen of Texas and the
United States. In my opinion he was a most astute thinker and
as loyal to the Union as any man. Hilmar and Hugo Degener were
hies sons.

Of course I have rambled more or less in this report of
the awful tragedy of August 10th, 1862, but only as it appeared
necessary in order %o place before the reader all the facts and
circumstances needed for a clear understanding of the affair, I
anm sure it will be pardoned.

The following named Unionists were killed on the battle
ground, that is, in the camp attacked by the Confederates:

Leopold Bauer, F. Behrens, Ernst% Beseler, Louis Boerner;
Albert Bruns, Hugo Degener, Fritz Vater, Hilmar Degener, Pablo
Diaz, Johann GCeo. Kalenberg, Heinrich Varkwart, Christian Schaefer,
"Louils Schierholz, Heinrich Steves, Aﬁfey Schreiner, Wilhelm Telgmann,
Michae%_Weirich, Heinrich Weyé&shausen and Adolph Vater.

Ninetéen in all, not one of whom was buried by the slayers;
but three years later, in 1885, all the bones to be found of

these nineteen martyre to their convictions were gathered to-

gether by thelr relatives and friends, and buried at Comfort,
Kendall County, with all the solemnity due to the last remains of
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good citizens and true patriote and over the grave a monuﬁent
was pvlaced as a constant reminder of the tragic fate of nineteen
brave Unionists.

The following named Unionists, members of Major Teneger's
party who fell into the hands of Captain Duff's command subsequent
to August 10th, 1868; ﬁere killed, 2nd later their names added
to the monument shaft, as well as those killed October 18th:
Wilhelm Boerner, Theodore Bﬁchisch, Conrad Bock, F. Tays, Herman
Flick, August Luckenbach, Louis Ruebsamen, Adolph Ruebsamen,
Heinrich Stieler and Christian Petsch.

The following named Unioniets, members of Major Tegener's
party, were killed Oct. 18th, by Confederate troops under the
command of Capt. Homsley while crossing the Rio Grande River into
Mexico: Joseph Elster, Ernst Felsing, Peter Bonnet, H. Hermann,
Valentine Hohmann, Moritz Weiss and Frank Weiss.

The following Unionists, members of Major Tegener's party
escaped death at the hands of the Confederates and served three
years with much credit to themselves, being promoted from the
ranks to commissioned or non-commissioned cfficers in the United
Statee Army, as members of the First Regiment of Texas Cavalry
Volunteers from October 18623 to nctober 1885: Sl

Captain John W. Sansom, Lieutenant Adolphus ééiléé,
Lieutenant Jacob Kuesenheuser, Sargeant Howard Henderson, Corporal
¥m. Hester, Corporal Tom Scott, F. Graff, A. Graff, W. B. Scott,
Henry Schilethelm, ¥m. Vater.

To recapitulate: Nineteen Unionists were killed in the
camp on the Nueces River, nine were killed after that battle was
over and the Unionists dispersed, six were killed in an attempt
-0 crose over into Mexico, and eleven joined the Union Army,
making forty-five of the sixty-five engaged in the battle. The
others, some went to Mexico, some to California and some returned
t0 their homes and secreted themselves thersabouts.

Soon after the "Battle of the Nueces," I took a squad of
nine men out of the Confederacy, and later forty-eight, and still
later thirty-eix and into the ranks of the Union Army, where as

commissioned officer, I had the honor of serving until the Union
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Monument erected in honor of these Union heroes at Comfort, Texas,
and the following names are inscribed on three sides.




was re-established.

It gratifies me to be able to say that notwithstand-
ing I separated myself from the majority of my neighbdrs and
obeying the impulse of loyalty, served under the Stars and
Stripes in one of the greatest of all wars. I never forfeited
the respect and personal good will of my fellow Texas.

That my statement 1s true and made without a touch
of 111 feeling or malice, I trust my surviving comrades will

vouch for; as to the rest, I place my faith in God.
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Since writing the Battle of Nuecee River, I find cause to
add another chapter, or more that will give further light on

those troublesome times.

¢:CAPTAIN WILLIAMS:

Mr. williame, an Englishman and Confederate soldier, went
with the expedition from San Antonio commanded by Colonel
‘James M. Duff, under orders of Ceneral H. P. Bee, to the Counties
of Kendall, Kerr and Gillespie t0 put down the then rebellion,
as called by General Bee, in July 1863. Williams later was given
the title of Captain,_and still later on wrote a book on border
life in Texas, entitled: "The Border Ruffians, " Memoirs of the
Far West, 1868—186%& in which is given an account of the tragedy
Nueces 2s it appears to hiﬁ. He says:

"We marched to Fredericksburg by easy stages and there found
most of the inhabitants remaining quietly at their homes. The
morning after our arrival we moved out fifteen miles to the west
of town, and camped on waters of the Psrdenalis. Captain Duff
iegsued his proclamation announcing his appointment as provost-
marshal, and giving the inhabitants three days to come in and
take the vath of allegiance to the Confederacy, threatening to
treat all falling to do so as traitors who would be dealt with
severely, at the discretion of the officer commanding.

Our camp was a pleasant one and we were taking a rest that

we needed. Presently, however, sinister rumors of Duff began to

spread and it was said among other things that he had given certain

of his followers to understand that he wanted no prisoners brought
into his camp. The majority of our men were utterly opposed to
such deeds ahd many of us, myself among the number, declared we
would do all we could to put 2 stop t©¢ such procedure. Duff, in
the preparation of his infamy, believed in hanging Union men as
the best way of converting Union men to the true faith. I soon

noticed that neither I, nor any of those whom I thought were
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with me, were sent out as scouts. It was very suspicious,

and especially when presently parties were detailed t0 scour

the country, and did not bring in any priscners, but were very
reticent about their doings. Among these there were two parties
of twenty-five men each, that were sent ocut with wagons to bring
in from the scattered ranchee the families of those who had taken
to the mountains, and I fear to burn thelr homes. In four cor
five days they returned with their wagone loaded with prisoners,
four or five men, and eight women with their little ones. The
latter were sent to Fredericksburg, the men were confined in the
guard-tent. It was a pitiful sight to see 211 these poor folks
stripped of their property, such as 1% was, earned by hard toil
and exposure on a dangerous frontier,

Not many persons appeared to take the oath, having not
learned of Duff's proclamation and its purpcses. The day after
the return of the wagons, one hundred of us were ordered to
rrepare several days' rations and go on a scout to find and attack
the Unionist camp. One of the prisoners, an 0ld scldier and
frined of Tuff's had been released, and he was to act as our
gulde and betray his friends if pcssible into our hands. We got
off in high glee, passed several homesteads, deserted and ruined,
some burnéd; these homes belonging in part to the families that
had been brought into our camp. I was sorry for fhose poor
women, who bore themselves with sorrow and dignity in a most
becoming way. We struck the trail of the Unioniste that led in
a westerly direction, and followed it as fast as we could over
a very mountainous, rocky, thickly timbered country for six days,
coming in sight of the enemy the last day, Saturday morning,
August 9th. The scouts had seen the camp of the Unioniste about
three miles away, on a small prairie surrounded by cedar brakes,
on the western side of the Nueces River. From the cliffs the
scouts overlocked the camp; the enemy were estimated at about
one hundred by them, and same number ¢of horses. From the fact
that they had no scouts out, and their carelessness, it was

evident they had not the slightest suspicion that they were be-
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ing followed. Three of our officers went forward to recon-
noiter before forming a rlan of attack. In about two hours

they came back and orders were issued for an attack to be made
just after midnight. Then we moved about a quarter of a mile
up a ravine, where we were securely hidden, where we awaited the
coming fight with what patience we might. I may say we were
pretty confident of whippring the germans, the general idea
gseeming to be that they would show but little fight, but I
thought, as I had before said, that we had a pretty bad job
before us, unless we could effect a complete surprise of the
camp. However, we were to put the gquestion to the test of ex-
rerience very soon. About 11 O'clock my comrades and self were
roused and fell into line; arms were carefully inspected, hats
were discharged snd hadnkerchiefs tied around our heads, then
on foot we marched off by single file, by the light of the moon
and over break-neck rocks and cliffs, Silence had been strictly
enjoined, for their own sake, and kept by all. We creprt through
the cedars and landed on the south of the camp; the other de-
tachment on the east side. Ve were t0 capture the guards in
silence; all a beautiful theory had it worked. Some one had
loosed off hie gun at a sentry and instantly the camp was in a
buzz- like a swarm of bees. Men ran hither and thither in great
confusion; no one knew what to do; the Germans fired a volley

at our far side. This was replied to by our peorle and the
firing became general. We were then ordered to double quick
and join another party, and did. The defendere showed a bold
front and dared us to come on, and threatened to charge us,.

Some of our men were inclined to bolt, but were raillied by
Lieut. Harbor. By this time the defenders had lost hevily and
began to make off in small parties; some of us followed to
catch them, and when we got back the camp was taken, with a
lcss on our side of twelve killed and eighteen wounded. The
defenders suffered very severely in comparison with ourselves,
fighting as they did in close formation in the centre of the

camp, while we were more less behind cover. In the narrow space
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uf* inside the mott law sixteen dead and twenty wocunded. One poor
creature had fallen into the fire. I pulled him back but he
goon died.

The scene was a ghastly one, and for a time there was
plenty to do separating the wounded from the dead and dressing
the hurts of the former as best we could, for we had no surgeon
w;th us. Since there were plenty of helpers for our own poor
fellows, some of the more humane did what we could to ease the
suffering of the wounded Germane. They had fought a good fight,
and bore themselves s¢ pluckily that I felt sorry that I had
taken any part against them. We bound up their wounds, gave
them water, and laid them as comfortably in the shade as we
could. Poor creatures, how grateful they were. It was Sunday
morning, and my thoughts turned away to a country church that
had been so precious to me. What a contrast!

At about four O'clock P. M., I hurried from where I
wae to the Germane to see how they were getting on, and was
surprised to find them gone. Asking what had become of them,

I was told they had been moved to a better shade a short distance

away. With thies answer I was quite satisfied and never dreamed

the brutes would be guilty of foul play, especially after the

e gallant fight the enemy had made. Just then one of our wounded
called for water and I gave him some. As I was giving it to
him I heard firing a little way off. I thought at first they
were burying some of the dead with the honors of war, but it did
not sound like that either. Then, thinking it might be an attack
on us, I seized my rifle and ran in the direction of the firing.
I met a man coming from it, who, when he saw me running, said
‘"It's all done; you neednt's be in a hurry, it's all done; they
have shot the poor devils and finished them off." "It can't be

possible they have murdered the prisoners in cold blood? I said.

"0Oh yes," sald the man, "they are all dead, sure enough, and a
good job toc." Feeling sick at heart, I hardly credited the re-

port. I ran on and found it only too true. It wae a cowardly
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murder. I denounced the deed in as strong 1angﬁage as I knew
how. It was the work of a2 man and his fallicies that I call
"Luck" rather than his name. Luck handled his six shooter as

if to uee it on me, but his cowardly self was afraid to, for
the;e were some good friends of mine present that Eacked me up.
I saw no way to help myself only to get out of the company, and
dide In justice to Lieut. Col. McRae, he was a brave and kindly
man, I should mention that he was severely wounded and knew
nothing of the crime committed by Luck (Burgman) and his fallacies,
is my belief. Doctors and other help was furnished from Fort
Clark, that was some twenty-five miles away. Our own dead were
= buried in a long trench. The dead of the Germans were carried
to where their wounded were shot; all their 5est clothing taken

off of them by some of our men."

DI —
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THE AUTHOR'S COMMEN

I know that most of Captain Williams' account of that
scout he was with to Fredericksburg, and then on trail to
where the battle was fought, is quite true. He mentions more '\#ﬂ‘

men killed than were; also did Lieut. McRae report more. Ten

days later other men of the Unionist party were killed, and
names added to the first nineteen, which brings them up to
McRae's number., Others of same party were killed; their names

have never been added %o the monument stone at Comfort, Texas.

Providence, Rhode Island, December 1, 1S08.

Captain John W. Sanson;

San Antonio, Texas,
Dear Sir:-

I read your account of the most horrible massacre of
Union men- on the Nueces River, Aucug} lOth 1868 —/that I ever
heard of. Two broth rs g§ag£;hﬁagelof Fatarlﬂin caﬁe to my
camp south of El Paso, Texas, who were in that battle. For
cloting they wore corn-sacks they had gathered on the trail
of Sibley's retreat from New Mexico. They were a woe-begone
sight. One of them was wounded in the Nueces fight. He was
~treated by our doctor and nurse, recovered, and UVoth were given
employment later in the Quartermaster's department. Your
account of the battle interested me very much.

Yours very respectfully,

George H. Pettils,

fge T
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Ingram, Texas, Oct. 18, 1908,

J. W. Sansom,

San Antonio, Texas.
Dear Captain:-

T was in the Nueces battle, as you know, and while reading
your pamphlet account of it, could see it just as it was. For
goodness sake, write a book and tell more of those times.

I am now on my death-bed. I know that J. M. Duff and his
company of murderers killed many of my neighbors and friends.
My uncle and cousins, Schram Henderson, my wife's father and
brother, Turknette, were murdered, my neighbors, Hiram'Nelson,
Frank Scott and his father, Parson Johnson and old man Scott
were all butchered by Duff and his gang. Rocks were tied to
their feet and fhey were thrown into Spring creek. Many others
of my neighbors were put to death, their houses burned, and
their wives and children taken to the camps of soldiers where,
when not otherwise insulted, they were compelled to listen to
the foul tongues that denounced their husbands and fathers, all
of whom, as you personally know, were first-class citizens.

Some of my relativeg and friends as far away as New Mexico

2 and Colorado. have been to see me, and my children have been
with me lately. I guess I will never see you again, my comrade,
and now bid you God speed. My family has written for me. Good
bye.

Howard Fenderson,
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Office of County Surveyor, Edwards County, Texas, Nov.

17th, 1895,

Captain, J. W. Sansom,

San Antonio, Texas.
Dear 014 Friend:-

I have just had the pleasure of receiving and reading
your very truthful, impartial and graphic account of the
battle and massacre on the West Nueces, in August, 1863. I
am ags familiar with the details of that battle as any one can
be from hearsay. I was First Lieutenant of Captain Davis,
company which was there, and Bill Arbor, who opened the
battle, was Second Lieutenant. I had been transferred to
regimental quartermaster's place. I saw and talked with many
of the men of both sides who took part in that battle and
massacre. There is living in thie county today, a well-to-do
ranchman whose head, like yours and mine, is hoary with age,
and who on that occasion was one of the Duff and Davis men
that followed your party, and made the night attack which
brought on the battle you so well described. After the battle
was over and the union party vanquished, he, Bill Wharton,
was one of the men detailed to murder the helpless wounded
ynionists who lay upon the battle ground. This may be the
reason why he is now allowed t0 carry a six shooter; he no
doubt fears that some relative of the murdered men might attempt
to take his consecrated life,

The massacre was one of the most shameful acts re-
membered in the unwritten history of the Southern Confederacy,
and I am glad that you, as an eye-witness have portrayed it
ag you have in your very neat little pamphlet which I most
surely appreciate, It shows the guilty parties, who will no%
be indorsed by innocent Confederétes.

Yours very truly,
James M. Hunter,

County Judge, Edwarde County, Texas.
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I have been asked who Duff was before sent by Gen.
H. P. Bee to make war againet the people of counties already
named, to which I now give as follows: |

Ceneral D. S. Stanley, who commanded the U. S. military
forces Texas Department, in the 80's, stated to persons
present at a dinner given in his honor at my house, that he
knew the said J. M. Duff quite well; that Duff was a Scotch-~
man., He came to America and soon after joined the U. 8.
Army as a private soldier before our Civil War 1881-85.
While a soldier committed a crime for which charges were
made against him, and he court-martialed, found guilty, tied
to a whipping poet, whipped and drummed out of the army service.

General Stanley further stated that Duff was a right

smart fellow, and that he kept track of Duff and by sort of
accident met him in Denver, Colorado, the year before; that
Duff was well-to-do at that time financially, member of a
Denver Club in good standing. On his, General Stanley's
arrival in Denver, a committee from the Club waited on and
invited him to meet with them. General Stanley did not meet
with the Club as invited, and by them ancther committee was
sent to his hotel to learn the cause for his non-attendance.
General Stanley said he thought he was duty bound to the
Club and himself, and informed the committee that under army
regulations and usages ae commissioned officer in the army
he would not be justified by them to attend such meeting with
a disgraced man as Duff was. Duff from that left Denver, went

to Paris, France, where later he died.
= o ﬁ

Duff's spy and ;urderer, F. Bauman, that aided him in
running down Union men and murdering them, was a etranger in
the country and aided in assassinating unarmed men of the
Nueces Battle. After the war he went to Mexico znd was follow-
ed by a Seminole Indian Negro, killed and thrown into the Rio

Grande.

43

i i bl it /.



VARTIAL LAW WAS PROCLAIMED IN TEXAS

May 30th, 1863 by General P. O. Hebeart, at the instance
of Gov, Frank R. Lubbock of Austin and Gen. H. P. Bee, of
San Antonio. ; |

Gen. Hebeart was made a Major General by the Confederate
government and assigned to the military department of Texas
and Louisiana. His residence was in Louisiana. He was later
assigned to another branch of service and Major CGen. Magruder
to the Texas and Louisiana Department.

Lubbock with State militia and Bee with Confederate scldiers
spliced them together. GCeneral Bee declared war against the
people and counties named, and sent Capt. J. M. Duff with four
companies of soldiers who slaughtered many good citizens in a

moset horrrid manner.

It is true that the story contained in thie 1little book is
history pure and simple and cannot be successfully denied} that
being true, surely all Unionists that lost thelr lives because
of loyalty to the American government are martyrs of the high
type and will be honored by good men and women. I know the
heroes I am now writing about and know them to be as cood
citizens as any others in Texas or elsewhere, for honesty, in-
dustry, capability, civility and other good qualities. They
were courageous as the heroes of Gpliad, Alamo, San Jacinto,
or any other places ;n Texas.

Every year loving relatives and friends go to the graves
of the Union men, at the base of the Comfort Monument in Kendall
County, Texas, and bend themselves in love and prayer for dear
ones, plant flowers by them, hanging evergreens on their sepul-
cher and dropping tears on their graves.,

At the fiftieth year of the murders some five hundred
relafivee and friends met at the Comfort Vonument in memory of
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the heroes and did them honor. Speeches in English and
German, singing by Kendall and Kerr County Singing Society,
poems Were read, and flowers and evergreens profusely strewn
over their grave. A military brass band from Fort Sam Houston
furnished suitable music for the occasion. The Hon. Henry
Stieler, (a Comfort boy) of San Antonio, was the principal
gpeaker, who did credit to the occasion. I knew that the-
country before it was settled by these splendid men and many
of them as they came there, some of whom I have stood side
by side in fierce conflict with hostile Indians t0 save their
family and home from destruction. All had homee with families,
or friends, that they paid for with money and labor. What
moral right had any man, or men, to deprive them of a home and
family? Sdme 8illy or uninformed persons may say, "it was war
times, and all is fair in war." I eay the Unionist in no in-
stance was first to assault a Confzderate. I am fully aware
there were good men among the soldiérs that did no murder and
robbery. They are not by me condemned. General U, S. CGrant 7
and Ceneral Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Court House on April
9th, 1865, placed a cover of protection over all Confederate
officers and men, not criminals. That being true, why did
Gen. H. P. Bee, Gov. Pendleton Murrah, Col. James M. Duff,
Major John Henry Brown, Col. Chilton, Col. Bruin, and others,
all implicated more or 1eés in the death and destruction of
Unionists in West Texas go %o Mexico in great rush where they
gtayed four years before returning to Texas?

Gov. Frank Lubbock did not get off with that crowd, he

was a Federal prisoner about Washington somewhere at that time.
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COVERNOR EDWARD CLARK

Gov. Clark's administration was from March 1881 to Dec.
1861. He was manly and kind to his political opponents in
Texas and by them appreciated. I do not believe he ever
thought to use the State socldiers to kill Texas Unioniste for
their expressions of love for the Union of States. Clark was
as loyal to the Confederate government as any man.

Why did Gov. Clark, Gen. Slaughter, Col. John S. Ford,
Maj. James M. Hunter, Capt. Bill Tobin and many othér men of
prominence stay at home? My answer would be to such question
they were not murderers of their Union neighbors, but brave

subjects of the Confederate government, that 4id their soldier-

ing in a manly humane way. B -

In another chapter of this book I stated that three com-
panies were organized and the purposes of same, that the
Unionists in the counties named were about two Cermans to one
American. I now say that two of the companies organized at
the 4th of July meeting, 1883, were Cermans and one American.
The American company disbanded a few days later. Capt. Fenry
Hartman, Lieut. Phil G. Temple and a few of their men went to
Mexico before James M. Duff went to Kerr County. ©Some eight
or ten of the company that staid at home were murdered. They
were mostly old men with grown sons and daughters, and natives

of Virginia and Illincis.

GOD'S LOVE

The Father of the Universe in his wisdom made provision
in the nature ofr mankind tonforgive his enemy, which I find %o
be true of mysefl, more or less as time softens my nature and
shows cause for the wrongs done. Ignorance may be the greatest
cause for wrongs done. 'Tis true in most cases of wrong doing
we forgive but seldom forget. When I bring to mind of the
splendid men killed by Duff it makes my heart ache, although

done more than fifty years back. Other than this "tis all over
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NUECES BATTLE GROUND

I left the Nueces Battle ground asbout 8 O'clock A, M.
at five miles from there I overtook twe Indians going my way
down the river and at forty miles was made 2 prisoner by two men
of Captain Dick's company, State Troops. I made a good talk and
they let me go. I there about faced from my way to Mexico and
went to Captain Ben F. Patton's camp of State Troops on the Rio
Saco. VWhen in two miles of his camp I saw seven Indians paes in
front of me with some thirty head of horses. They saw me; I went
on to Patton's camp., He was my wife'e brother. I told Patton of
the Indiane and Nueces Battle and for him to go to the battle ground
as soon as he could. He and all his men except Dick Nowlin and
Billy Maning went after the Indians and caught and killed all of
them the next day. I remained in hie camp until noon of next day,
eating and resting myself and horse that had not eaten anything for
more than two days. I reached my home three days later. Soon after
the peOple all over the country were in a rage of excitement over the
Nueces Massacre and soldiers were after me and othere. I concealed
myself in a big cedar brake, my companions there were a great panther
and Mexican hogs I killed both of them, got with ten good men who
were hunting me and went to Mexico and on to Montefey. I borrowed
ﬁlQ0.00 of Covernment Bedowery then went on to Matamoras, Mexico,
where we met some hundred or more American refugees. Stopping with
Mr. Pierce, the American Consul. FEight days later we went twenty-
five miles to the mouth of the Rio CGrande to a chartered schooner
prlanned by the Consul, boarded it, got into a storm almost wrecked,
on to New nrleans by October and began the formation of the first
regiment of Texas U. S. Cavalry on the 37th day of October, 1863,
I enlisted as a private on the 28th Inst.. Major Ceneral Ben F.
Butler treated us manly. At that time he commanded the Culf Depart-

ment of U. S. forces.
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FIRST REGIMENT OF TEXAS CAVALRY

| The first Texas Cavalry did much service in Louisiana,
on the Miesissippl River in 1863, when Ceneral Grant was there and
at Vicksburg. They did much scouting, guarding and‘fighting on

horseback,

In September we led CGeneral Franklin's expedition up the

Bayotesh where we had considerable runs fichting with Texas Confederate

goldiers. We fought the Yississippi Tigers, burned a shoe factory
and tannery. The Tigers were good soldiers but were forfed by us

to give way., About October 3rd a Federal force of some four thousand
men, consisting of Infantry, Artillery and Cavalry went to Brazos
tsland in Texas on way to Brownsville, twenty-five milee from where
Ceneral H. P, Bee was carrying on a large cotton trade for the
Confederate Covernment, accompanied by a like trade for Confederate
officere and other individuals. The main cause of eaid expedition
wae t0 break up the cotton trade and a general contraband business
between Mexico and the confederate Covernment, which was accomplished.
When the expedition reached Texas the sea was rough and delayed the
landing of esoldiers for two days. The First Texas Cavalry was firet
rut on shore, they rushed to Brownsville t¢ learn that General Bee,
with his entire command, had made a straicht line from there to

San Antonio and near there, the hurry and héste of Bee wae 211 that
if could be, Ve followed him 100 miles and then returned to Browns-
ville.,

I was detailed from the regiment to gather information for
the government and recruit men for the Texas Cavalry. 1In February
1864, =z2ccompanied by a friend of our family, Mr. John W, Weaver, and
A Mexican for guide, I left Brownsville for the interior of the State,
which was a most dangerous undertaking. My good friend, John W,
Weaver, was a brave and prudent man and citizen. He went with me
to save me from harm if he could. He knew that a price had been
named for my life by Governor Lubbéck and Ceneral Bee 2nd that
Colonel Benevides, of a regiment of Mexican soldiers were the most

likely parties to gain the price in West Texas, C®lonel Benevides
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had given me close calls. Other men were promised much for me.

Weaver and I, with guide, reached a ranch known as Benevides Ranch,
some hundred and fifty miles North of Brownsville. The country was
quite dry then and I sent the guide to the ranch to see if we could

get water there. Weaver and I stopped back in the mesquite brush

gsome six hundred yarde away until our Mexican guide could reconnoiter

the wgter ranch. He had all of our ratione and stayed there. Two
Mexican soldiers on foot came near to us but went back. Weaver and
I became alarmed, we knew our guide was a prisoner or had betrayed
ue to our ensmies from the time he was away. Therefore, we left
there on fast time a2nd when ten miles away we heard horses feet
running. It was three scldiers. Two galloped around in front of ue
and the third stopped in our rear. Weaver and I wore a Talmer each
over our bodies which completely covered our arme. The first two
men dismounted, took our bridles at the horses mouths and ordered
us to dismount that we were their prisoners. The Mexican soldiers
were heavily armed and carried six shooters in their hands., Weaver

and I had our pietils in hand, co

cked and covered by Talmer. I
a sked: Ready\?! go, and both of u: shot our man holding bridles.
They shot, missing us but broke the ﬁeck of the third man's horse.
The horse fell on the leg of his rider who pulled out and rose,
running. The first two Mexicans weretfhen in a manner dead and
never spoke that we understood. We again turned our way, cot water
at a creek, traveled 211 night and hid ours=lves and horses the
best we could. Restad the next day, traveled at night five days
and nighte to Curry's Creek. We stopped an hour in San Antonio
with my friend, the Honcrable Edmond Degnery who lost two sons in
the Nueces Massacre. We were two days without food and our horses
fared badly but they got some grass. That was a dangerous and
laborious expedition.

I soon vieited Austin and other places, learned all there
was of Confederz%te soldiers, numbers, whereabouts, means of war and
reported same through the offices of the Mexican Covernment.,

Ve located our camp in a secret wood and mountain and
began meeting men who wished to go to the Federal Army¥and defend

their flag. My wife and Mrsz George 1ang were our recruiting

officers. They went horseback over much country a2t night to places
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where the men joinéd us, No women in Texae or elsewhere excelled -
their labor. In April I had forty eight men, all armed and mounted,
80 left for Brownsville, followed hard by Confederate troops doing
service in different parts of West Texas, but I beat them to Mexico
andcon to Brownsville. Thatfrip completed, I returned to Texas,
got my father znd thirty-five other men and brought them through
safely. No other man than myself ever succeeded in taking men from
the Confederate lines and army t0 the Union Army and lines as I
did in Texas.

I wae commiesioned Cartain of Company "C" Texas Cavalry on
July 12th 1864, and guarded the evacuation of Brownsville by the
Federal Army with two other companies of cavalry, all commanded
by ¥ajor E. J. Noise. Major Noise was a Massachusetts boy and the
best officer of our regiment in several ﬂ For three months we
were guarding our lines below Brownsville against Confederate
go0ldiers commanded by Gene{al Shalwater and Colonel John S. Ford.
They continuelly came to us or near us for a skirmish and fight.
They invariably got the worst of the fighting., Of course, they
were good soldiers but knew when they had enough. Our Major Noise
showed his ability and courage to command eoldiers while we were
there three monthe., In the last daye of October we went to Morganza
in Louieiana where we joined our regiment snd where I left same,
I went to New Orleans to see my dying brother. My brother, Joseph,

was a manly man and I yet mourn his loss. Brother Joe, like myself,

could have joined the Confederate service and remained in Texas,

but wase. 1loyal to his convictions and flag, hence his action.
We enlisted for three years or during the war and were

mustered out 2t Ban Antonio in November, 1865,
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tMASSACRE OF FICHT MEN: ‘\ l’ 2/

~Major J. W. D. Alexander massacreed eight men near the
County Seat of Banderz in Bandera County. The men were travdling
on the main road that led from GCeorgetown to Eagle Passe, the |

spokesman of the party wae one Mr/ Sawyer; they had two pack |

‘horses, four nen to a pack =w two messes, A solider returning

from hie home in Blanco @Gounty to hie company when Alexander was
informed by him that he had traveled some thirty miles with Jight
men who to0ld him they wereazjing to Mexico. Alexander with twenty-
five men put out after thegﬂhoura after they had passed his damp

4
and overtook them the next day near Castroville in Medina County.
|

All of Sawyer's men were laying down under trees, resting, whén
hailed by Alexander who had guns ready to shoot. He informe&%them
they were his prisoners. After questions were asked and anew?red
between the mrties, Sawyer and men submitted to arrest and we%e
goon on their horses, feeti tied together under the horses be#lies
and hands and wriste corded together, and in that condition tﬁey
were taken back some thirty miles, two milee from Bandera and[there
rut to death, seven by hangz;ing‘J..awym:' was ghot. The date of
the execution was July 35th 1863, and their names are C. J. Sﬁwyer,
W, M. fawyer, CGeorge Thayne, Jack Wetmore, Jake ¥yle, John Sm%rt,
N. Van Winkler, William Shumake., Their wives, mothers and frﬁends
caused a tombstone, with their names engraved, to be put over!them.
The W. 0. W, rut a fence zround the graves, |
Mesers. B, F. Patton and Richard Nowlin were part Ef
Major Alezander's command; they were Master Masone and known |
tc be Union sympathizere, While on way back Mr, Sawyer infor#ed
Mr. Patton that his mess had seven hundred dellare in gold snh
the other mess had about five hundred dollars in gold. We weFe
on our way to Mexico to secure us a home there and we don't w%nt
to lose our money. What ie the best way to secure it from loEs?
Keep it about you or you may give it to the Major to keep, |
either way is safe., After that talk with Sawyer, Patton told
Alexander of their cenversation and soon after Alexander and
Sawyer were seen together as they rode on. Eome houre later %ight
came on and they camped some two miles Southeast from the towb of

!
Bandera. By that time Nowlin heard some esoldiere say they would
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hang them damned Yankee scoundrels that night. TNowlin told
Patton. Sawyer was a Master Mason of the Blue Lodge. Patton
and Nowlin could not afford to defend the prisoners, fearing
for their own esafety Patton celled to Alexander and ssked a
leave of himeelf and Nowlin to go to Bandera to lock for some
recorde there. The request was readily granted and they left
their compnay and went to town.

The next morning Alexsnder and company reached Bandera
without the prisoners and reported that Indisns had captured
and hung them, nifie of them and shot cne. The soldiers talked
and laughed openly of the affair, O. B. Miles, the County Judge,
summoned six men as jurroe of inquest a2nd went to where the men
were executed and found them, divested of ﬁheir clothing which
was new and good and the men were naked. ¥wme of them were hung
with two halr ropes of the priscnere which they used to fasten
the packs on the horsee. One at 2 time wae pulled up to the limbs
of a Live Oak tree and the répee cut off at their necks., Mr, B
Sawyer said to them, "Don't get another rope, I would rather you
would shoot me," when five of the men shot at him with pistole,
only one shot t&ing effect and that in hie arm. Sawyer fell on
hie back, exclaiming: Oh! Ccd! Then William Cude stepped forward
and shot him in the breast. A rod, the gun wiper was in hie
gun on the ball and powder. Messrs, Sawyer and men begged for
their lives and permit to write letters to thelr wivee and mothers,
but were denied the privilege.

Judge Miles and men held an inqueet and their verdict
was thzt jlech men came to thelr death at the hands of Texas State
soldlere. Judge Miles and men buried Sawyer and men there in one
grave., (See Bandera County recorde for other proof.) Major
Alexander and men reached their headquarters that day at noon.

At night cf the same day a mock-hanging and funersl was conducted
by the men at Alexander's quartere. Some of the men put rogpee
around the necks g; others of their party who would kneel and
pray. My brothe;; Jogeph Sansom, who was a2 Unionist 2nd cpposed
t0 murderiﬁg men, quietly left the house. Alexandet 2znd men

of hie scout looked at each other and my brother. Sargeant Coke
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and other Unioniste saddled brother's horse and teold him to
leave or he would be mobed by them. He left znd went to the
Federal Army and was killed there in battle. I was personally
acquainted with moet c¢f Captain Lawhon's Company of State
troops; latef took eighteen of them to the Union Army where
they jeined and served in the U. £. Texas Cavalry to close
of the war,

No report of that maesacre was ever given out to the
.public. Alexander was a K, C. C, and was made Major by Covernor
Lubbock., The property belonging to the victime consisted of
ten horses @ith equirment, mens clothing =2nd money, all of
which wase taken by Alexander and men and they got the property.

The massacre of Union men began under Lubbock's
administration and was continued to the close of the Civil
war in Texas, 1865. The victims were good citizense, the riff- -
raff and vicious men of Texas had in the main joined the
Confederate and State soldiery and did the bidding of men above
them in the rank, Uost of the Unioniste in Texas would have
stayed at their homes ae General Houston did, had war not been

made againet them by Covernor Lubbock and Ceneral Bee,
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MURRAH'S ADMINISTRATION
186dfto0 1865

Pendleton Murrah wae a native of South Carlonia, came

to Texas about 1850, was elected Covernor as stated above.

, He was not healthy from that dreadful disease, consumption,

which was too much for him to bear up under and administer

the affairs of Texas in the time of Civil War. One of his
first official acts was good, namely: The approintment of
Captain James M. Hunter as Major of Texas Militia in Colonel
McCord's regiment of frontier forces with headquarters at
Frederiékgburg in Gillespie County, Texas, in the/latter part
of 18647/ Conditions in Gillespie and adjoining counties were
alarmiﬁély serious, caused by murder and robbery of Unlon men.

A secret association of men was organized in Burnett County by

men of the S R G 4&u§£§}dier§ Friend, and one Mr.
Gibson made captain of Governor Murrah instructed Major

-Hunter to enforce the lawlor,help do so0 at all hazards. Hunter

was a North Carolinian by birth, a Democrat conservative with
much legal and executive ability and well known as such by his
indorsers to the Governor. Hunter knew he had a critical duty
to perform to. carry out the Governor's instructions to him,
but with courage began the task,

His first step was the appointment of a bright young
man, Hampton Cox, ae detective to bore into the Soldiers Friénd
association, which was successfully done by Mr. Cox. As iES%q
as Cox was heard from, Major Hunter arrested one Captain Bditty
cf his command, and wish five men of Bdauty's company, and turned
them over to the Sheriff of Gilleepie County, then sent Lieut.
Jd. G. O'Grady to arrest Captain Gibson at his headqﬁarters
slxty miles from there but Gibson was not there. He, with
twelve men, was on his way %o Mexﬂﬁ?. A _gourier went from
Hunter's camp and reported Captain Ezzgggznd men arrested.

Lieut. C'Grady followed Cibson and men to Padres

Nagres, Mexico, and caused them to be arrested by Mexican
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officere and held subject to Governor Murrah's and Major
Buhter's instructions or action. At the time of the arrest

I was at Padres Nagres, stopping with Mr. McManis, the American
Consulcifitioned there, and on hearing of the arrest wf Mr.
McManis f went to where they were. I, personally, knew Gibson's
men but not him. Our presence caused Captain Géﬁson to suspect
we were there for no gocd to them and that he would rather be
back in Texae than there. Gibson asked the mexican officers to
let him go to Eagle Pase just on the other bank from there,
where there were two compaﬁies of Confederate scldiers with an

officer, which was not granted. The next day Captain Gibson

attempted to cross the river a2t a ford some hundred yards away

and for that purpose asked the Sargent of the guard to go with

him to the river. The Sargent had been out ét other places with
him &=, therefore, knew him and went with him. On reaching the
ford Gibson made a dash for liberty into the river for the Texas
glde, the mexican mcunted on horse following him The ford was
& deep and dangercue place ketweerthem zno—they fought with
water, then Gibson attempted to pull the Sargent from his horee
and was about to do so when a shot by the Sargent with a Colts
revolver was fired andvcibson was teken from the river some hours
later. I saw him laying on the river bank dead, which brought
to my mind his awful deed to other men. Iliehn went to Cibson's
men and we talked quite a while. They were fearful of us
refugees who had fled from their kind of men in Texae and
Mexicans. I tcld them they need not fear us nor did I believe
in danger of the mexicane. Major Hunter was pushing the law

on all transgressors he could catch with some parties who had
lost relatives and friends at the hande of Captain Bodty and

the men with him in jail were attacked in the jail at night with
guns., They shot through the jail bare, wounding Bduty and two
other men. The men in jail could not be seen by the shooters
outside or all would have been killed. Hunter had been an
officer some two months. He had brecke up Captain Gibson and

the Soldier Friend clan but brought upon himself all the fury
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of that order and of the K. G. C. and their friends. Major

Hunter was cursed by them and the Governcr the same, saild

clane put the country into a fur of excitement, they could

not get adwiee of law from %ﬁ , and Coverner Murrah

must 4o somethiig gg quiet matters, Captain Gibson killed in
Y

Mexico, Caprtain Bauity and men arrested and put in jail and

there shot, was heaped upon Hunter mostly when he was doing

ae instructed by the Governor. The Governer did not take

Hunter's commiesion from him!but tock his command and gave it

to one John Henry Brown of Belton, Texas.
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JOHN HENRY BROWN:

WAR CAREFR: 1880-1885:

)
Brown's g::;;Lwas in Belton, Bell County, Texas, in the
yvears stated. _He owned a little printing press and pubiished a
little paper which was called the Bslton News, or some such name.
In 1860 and 1881 Brown diecovered more Abolitioniets, Yankees and
their incendiaries than was ever before known in Texas. They were
in the guise of Gospel Ministers and other things, they worked
among negroes, burned houses, homes and did many other things.
Brown so disgusted Covernor Houston with the publication of
discoveries that Houston said he ought to be known as "Crazy John
venry." - Brown was an expert to get himself on committees of con-
ventions and.qdﬁﬂzziA . After Texas seceded and war raging
Brown was going heres and there and whooping up the corners of the
war affairs with his tongue and little paper at Belton, until he
conceived the belief that he could do greatsr service by taking
his little press and going to Arkansas to General Ben McCTulloch
&% command so0 he went. Soon after he fldoded the country there
with his paper praising the valor of the Confederate officer and
men. Thousands of copies were sent baék to Texas. Ten days later
a battle between oprosing armies took place. The fighting was
sharp and hard, resulting in favor of the Unionists. General Mc-
Culoch and other important officers were killed, the Confederate
forces gave way and the Union forces swept over the battle field
‘in victory. John Henry Brown left his little press to the blasted
Yankees and never stopped running until he reached Austin, Texas.

Brown never got near enough to Indians to shoot at one nor be shot

)
atyin his long career in Texas, in Indian times when he, with others,
followed them, but he would report same in glowing colors. His
war record of 1861-85, was the same, he never shot at 8 Yankee vg

== 2 g5

ass coward.

nor they him, he was exceedingly careful'or a firstabf

3

Brown was made happy when the Governor gave him a commission as

Major of Texae Frontier forces. He wanted a commission for hie
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work with his little newspaper and wise councils, as he pretended
to, backed up by the K. G. C. énd Soldiers wrriend assocations,

he was in a position to show his courage by murdering good men
that were hiding from Conscript officers in shunning war. There
were nine men in Blanco County that were in hiding. Major Brown
sent scouts of soldiers at different timee who killed eight

of them. They were Democrats and Unionists that did not want

to fight against the U. S. Government nor Confederate Covernment.
I was personally acquainted with six of these men, the ninth

man I recruited. He went with me to the Union lines and joined
the Army. He was a good soldier. Brown's soldiers arrested
three brothers, William , Gid‘and Frank,Wilises in Travis County,
alded by the Sheriff there, and took them to the State Cepitol,
and hung them in open daylight to a Life—Oak tree in sight of
the Governor's Mansion. They had wives and a mother in that
County. William was a Master Mason of the Blue Lodge; all good
citizens and Democrats. The only charge againet them was that
they refused to be conscripted and put into the army, Many other
men were killed by his orders and command., When they killed
young Watson in Blanco, he killed two of them and wounded a
third man who later died. I was in thét county during part of
the awfu{ﬁtiﬁfs, recruiting men who: wanted to get away from
there an;%ivae as soldiers in Texas U. S. Cavalry., I was
acquaintea with a number of Brown's officers and‘méﬁ§M4 dJreri

In January my father and I went from New Qfleans

to Brazos Island, then Bagdad, Mexico, and to Matamoras,

Laredo, ten miles above Laredo and crossed the Rio Crade into
Texas, then to San Antonio,Boerne and Cury's Creek. The trip
was along one, rough and dangerous. At Bagdad when crossing
the Rio Grande from Texas to Mexico, we were attacked by two
Confederate soldiers on the Texas side. I had hired some
mexicans with their skiff to take us to the mexican side with
our horses and baggage. The river was wide. We were near the
Mexican shore when two @onfederates on the Texas side appear;d

and ordered us %o come back., We answered: "No, No", and they
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then opened fire on us, thelr bullets striking the water in
front of us. Father and I returned the shots from the boats

and killed thelr horse which they got behind for protection.
They ran and got behind gand mounds from us e we did not

shoot at them., The mexicans cheered us and the Mexican Collector
of custome there saw the affair. He gave us a pass to Matamoras
and letter: to the Alcalde there., At Matamoras we were joined

by G. W. Saunders and Henry Swethelm and they went with us to

Curry Creek, our home.




PENDLETON MURRAH'S ADMINIQTRATION

18641865,

Governor Murrah was not very well known to the public
when he took his chair as Qovernor of Texas. Ex-Covernor Lubbock's
reign had been so hargptotknonists that they hoped for a better
time under Murrah. The grod people in Kendall and adjacent
countiss asked the Covernor to appoint James ¥. Hunter as major
of a military force then stationed at Fredericksburg, to aid the
Civil authorities in said county to check the disloyal acte of
the secret association known ae "Friends of the South", which he
did. That caused the K. G, C., friends of the South orders and their
sympathizere to cry aloud against PFunter., The Governor then
conmiseioned John Henry Brown. Major Hunter was not asked to
resign his commission but the Coverner put Brown in command of
Hunter's command without a word between them, The F. G. C.
friends of the South and their secret order and friendes complained
to the Governor o¢f Hunter's work. They said Hunter was shooting
down loyal men of the Confedsrate government and protecting its
enemies, where he wss only giving the guilty a dose of law.,

Major Brown, now in the saddle of authority, soon after
his appointment began hunting men who were evading the conscript
law and not wanting to become 2 solider and fight for the pon-
federate government. He had a considerable number of goed citizens
killed with whom I was well scquainted. There were three men ofr
Travie County 2nd all were brothers. william, the eldest, wae &
master Mason and in good standing in the Lodge and hz2d a wife and
four children. Gid, next, had a wife and three children. Frank,
17 years of age, was single and his home was with his mother. 2Al1l
had been Democrats, southerners by birth and owners of elaves,

Frank wae born in Travies County. The three Willis men were

captured by militia men, some of whom were of Major Brown'e
command, and the Sheriff of Trgvis County. They were taken to

Austin and publicly executed in the rr esence of £t he Covernor's

Mansion, They prleaded for trial by the courte, they asked through

P

et

| e






HISTORY OF TEXAS
From
1815---- $Ovvvv+-1883.,
In Two Volumes
By

John Fenry Brown.

The Texas History, known by the above title, in two
volumes, was given to the public in 1893, most of which was
taken from other histories, which I suppose are true so far as
will ever be fully known, but all of that part from 1861 to
1883, inclusive, 1s & story told of one side by ite zuthor, who
was an active participant in the Civil War struggle between
the States, 1861-1885, a Knight of the Colden Circle, Major cof
military batallion of cavalry on the Texas border, the last half
of 1864 to close of hostilities 1865, when and where many good
citizens were killed by his command and ordere, because they did
not go into the Confederate Army and fight against the flags of
the American Union., I knew Mr. Brown when he was a young man and
all the way of time to his death, I don't believe that Major Brown
wighed to be a murderer, but desired to be 2 heroy a great leader

of men and thinge, but that he could nor did not help taking advan-

tage of his official poeition to appear heroic, and thereby hecame
so criminal that he left Texas and was gone some four years after
General lee stacked his war guns,

Brown's History of Texas was not intended to give a
lasting and true account of thinge that did take place in the
years mentioned, but to gsrble facte to scme interested perscis
named in|the book, or some of them for rresent and future genera-
tions.

The picture of the men shown in the book ie & plain
index of the true author of the work. They, in the main, furnished

the means for writing, printing 2nd other expenses. Ma jor Brown
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was a willing and suitable person for the editorial labors
for which he received distinction as an author, alec money on
the side for living purposes wben he returned from Mexico,
financially broken.

There are many things tha% Mr. Brown failed to give
to the public in his history, some of which was the Battle and
Magsacre. of good men at the Nueces River on August 10th 1863,
the massacre of eight men in Bandera County, twelve in Kerr
County, aes many in Gillespie County, eight in Blanco County, the
same number in Llano, Mzeon, Burnett and other counties from Red
River to Mexico. The monument at Comfort in honor of the massacred
Unioniste. I have served the State as a Captain of Rangers before
and after the Civil War,: serving under CGovernor Pease, Runnels,
Davie and others, fighting hostile Indians and at times hand to
hand. No man hae commanded more Ihdian campaipgning in Texas than
myself. I organized the Union Loyal lLeague in the Counties of
Kendall, Comal, Blanco and other countiee right under hie blink,
blind self. ©Some of his command were members of the Order. Of
cotirse the plan of the history was t0o garble. He naturally left
me out in all things before and after the life of his book,
because I caught up with him}and twisted his ear in 1865 may be
gsome the cause.

Brown ie dead long since; I will be scon. He sought
for my liberty and life; I precserved his. Were I to advise persons
who wish to know correctly the Texas History in the times of war
between thé States in 1861-5, not to count Brown'e History as a

fair account of same. Tt ig not in the mainlMl7 ew7 ’M

i
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JOHN HENRY BROWN

:1864-1865:

Brown's war record I knew quite wellwssd I 3leo knew

him in civil 1life before 2nd after the war between the states. .
He did all he could to bring on the war; he owned and operated
a newspaper press. I bellieve 1t wae known as the Belton News.
When Confederate forces invaded Arkaneazs and Missouri from
Texse, led by Ceneral Ben McCulloch, Brown went along with his
press to report the battles and make herces. He gat his press
and went to work, soon the Union soldiers showed up in force and
a severe battle Quickly followed. Ceneral McCulloch and some
other prominent officers were killed and'the Union forces swept
along over the battle ground in victory. They captured Brown's
little Belton News press but not Brown; he made good his run to
Austin and reported same to the Covernor, and then went on to
Belton to where hie family was. Brown lost his gun (the press)
and never saw it again; the blasted Yankeses got it. John Henry
Brown kept quiet for a time until Covernor Murrah appointed him
Major of a batallion’of State troops with headquarters at Freder-
icksburg, Texas, where he held forth till the war ended and where
he and his command killed many good men who did not care to enter
the Confederate Army and fight for the Confederate Covernment >nmx
many of whom I knew well.

I believe that Governor Murrah and Major Brown became
to be much alike in their likes and dislikes in what to do with
men who failed to go intoc the fonfederate Army and other things
pertaining thereto. General Lee was being hard pressed by Union

forces in February and March and it was said that Major Brown

would be called with his command to go to Lee's assistance. Brown,
in order to avoid the call, took three companies of favorite men

and went out to the buffaloe range on the Concho where he could

not be reached if called for by any one. #He never got back to
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his headquarters until May 27th, nearly a month after General Lee
had surrendered himself and army ﬁo Ceneral GCrant. One of his
captains, John Tom, told me they went there to avoid going to Lee.
That a specter from Brown and his man-killers to desert his cause
and General at the last perill. T never knoew or heard of Major
Brown getting in gun-shot of any one when his soul was in danger of
being hurt. When Brown and men got back to his camp and lesrned
conditione they scattered like wild turkeys for their homes «iie
Brown and a few men rushed to Austin to see what wae being done.
They found that Governor Murrah had gone to Mexico like a wild bull
into the brush, also Generals Bee, Chilton and others who had taken
part in the murder of good, loyal citizens, Soon Brown saw and
learned enough. He then took two government mulees and an ambulance
and pluncged for Mexico, going by his brother's home to get his help.
His brother, Rufus Brown, a good men,with good sense. He and I
fought Indians together more than once. His home and mine was
twenty miles apart. I was watching Rufus Brown's home for the
coming there of his brother, Major Brown. After thelir return from
the long hiding I just wanted to know where he was. I had three
good men with me and he had but one., I talked nicely to Brown: but
right to the spot. He had done his best to appehend me, which, if

he had, would have meant death to me at once. I took him by the

¢ar and twisted it and then: told him to go to Mexico. FHis brother

plead, don't, don't. I answered that it wes over with me. We then
mounted our horses and le ft them. Rufus went to Fagle Pass with
his brother where they rarted. Tee Major thers went across the
Rio Crande intc Mexico and Fufus back to his honme.

Msjor Brown remained in Mexico four years and returned to

Texas. I met him in Austin 1in 1871.




Coke was elected Covernor of Texas in 1874 and entered upon
the duties of same in same year which gave full control of all
state affairs t0 the new democracy of Texas. Those who were
glain in the war he caused a history to be written for the purpose
of justifying certain men in bringing about Civil War and taking
am active part in prosecuting same. Little meetinge were held by
them to advise, scope, form, name and other things needed for a
two-volume history of Texas. That settled, a person to edit the
work and finance same. John Henry Brown was selected to edit
and men whose namees apprear moset conspicuous in the book of Civil
War, 1861-1865, to finance same. Brown was financially broke but
with sufficient tact to accept so goocd an offer to.support himself,
make heroes of his friends and self, with full access to the State
records, men to help in what was needed, he began the work with
a light heart. To give importance to his bock he took a longe range;
cther historiee were copled and changes made to suit him until he
reached the time of 1861, secession, at which date he began and
told one side of the cruel war story in which he was an active
participant in many cruel acte. Much that he stated I knew to be
false and rot. The history was not gotten up for truth and to
enlighten the public but for the opprosite side. He does not mention
the Nuecee Battle and Massascre on August 10th, 185§?ﬂand of men
being hung in Kerr and Cilleepie Counties and many other murders
done by State and Confederate soldiers under Covernor Lubhock
and Ceneral H. P. Bee, by Ceptain James M. Duff and command, nor
does he tell of the murders in Blanco County and other places
cormmitted by himself and command under Covernor Murrah in 1864-5,
Oh' no. Major Brown shares the distinction and honor of that awful

book to be known as The History of Texas, by John Henry Brown,




REBELLIORN
1861---18865.

The Civil War in Texas was borriblw to all persons
who were opposed to disunuton of the States. Our great fearsQL/ﬁuquh/
began under the administration of Governor Frank R. Lubbock
and continued until the close of the war in 1865, A price was
put on my head ifgappehended, dead or alive, by both the Con-
federate and State Officials; thé reward to0 be promotion in
either of the governments. I was freqiently 2t home a few
minmutes a2t night, the same wae true of many other men. Of
the latter, some wsre caught and executed. ©till hunters for |
Unionists in some localities were put out and killed men who
did not wish to join the Confederate Ctate Military forces.

There seemed to be nothing too cruel for some men to do; not

all soldiers were so cruel but enough to spread terror through

the country. &n.some instances men were taken from their homed' 1
Lowing to some jail and locked up, then taken out by the viciocus @
and executed. One cacse was an old man by the name of Lundy, E

who was an honorable man, a blacksmith and farmer of Blanco

County, w=m® was taken to San Antonio by wme K. G, C. and was lﬂglv“klé
“Fu rnlats ; )
taken out at nioht by one Mr.-Pembul¥ and poseie and Jung to -
a china-tree, in a Catholic church yard. The Priest of the
church took Mr. Lundy down the next morning. He had the tree 1
cut down and burned. Young Turégtt, 15 years of age, was
whipped to death by Hardy Stockman and Jim Harris to make him
tell where his -orebher was who had been killed by etill hunters
of Kerr County. C@lvin Pruitt of Blanco County was Jeilled—by
hongtmg to make him tell where his father was whe was killed
by secret hunters and thrown into a cave. I mention scme of the.
horrible acts and give ‘names, but will not give more now of |
many others., Most of the murdere were never known to the publie
end none through the newspapers, hence 1%t is or, was never
ceneral 1y known. I have not 28 yet been able to fully eradicate

from my mind the horrore of the Texas war that I was in the midet

of. Only people who have experienced the hell of such scts can i
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ever know a gecret organization.” By same members of the K. C. C.
was fofmed in Burnett County known as friends of the South. They
claimed to be strong. One Yr. Gibson was known a2e their captéin
and leader ¢ all' of them. They belonged to military organizations
of State troops, also fo that of K. G. C., friends of the south,
The only things emi—dutiee—tireywere—kmomn to perform was to
murder and rob men who wore the brand of eympaty of the Union.
They would gather in small bandé, go to soke man'e Wo wae kiown
to have money, take him prisonsr on some pretex and then to the
woods nearby and punish him until he gave them his money, then
they would kill him and brand him with something that would appezar
a8 disloyal to the Confederate Government. By that time, 1864,
Governor Lubbock's term was up 2nd Pendelton Murrah ®%® governor.
The peoprle of the western countieeg petitiéned Covernor
Murrah to appoint James M. Hunter,:a cgpable and conservative man,
to the rank of Major with headquarters at Fredericksburg, Cillespie
County, to restore order to a distracted people and instructed him
to restore order at any price under the lawe of the State, and that
he, Murrah, would stand behind him. Major Funter wae equal to the
tagk he was expected to do.  In & few days he had Captain Bdntie
and several other state troops in jeil ==A Ceptain Cibson and twelve
of his followers in jail in Méxicolat Pedras Negra: I was in Pedres
Negras at that time and stopred with the American Consul. We
learned of the arrest of the Americans and went to where they were.
I knew most of the Cibson men but not him., ©Our presence csused much
fear among them. Ceptain Cibeson asked the ESargeant of the guard to
take him out and show him about the city, which he did. . When they
were on the bank at aford in the Rio Crande, Gibson broke for liberty
to croes to Eagle Pase. The guafd was on horseback =nd followed =
e truggle between them. The mexican shot Gibeon with a pistol and
killed him snd took him from the water, dead. I eaw him on the bank

of the river. Captaein Cibson was a Master Mason and a bright man.

He wanted to reach the Confederate officers and men stationed at

Fagle Pass sndutbn gain his H-fa—and liberty. The killing of

Gibson caused quite a2 stir among the people on both sides of the
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river, which resulted in the AMmericans being turned over to the
officers at Fagle Pass, which gave them pardon. Major Funter
broke up the rest of the friends of the south and other Secret
@8lane by giving them several doses of the law. A great hue and cry
“went forth to the Covernor that Major Funtsr wae doing more harm
than good; the friends of the South Order K. G. C. and some others
caused the government to commission John Henry Brown as major,
who took Major Hunter's place. That done, Brown soon began hunting
up Unionists who would not join the Texas war nor Confederste Army
which he followed up successfully to close of war. I knew Brown
when he was a youngster but never knew him to do any good for

his country.
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CONFEREUNCE

At the'&me of the T?(as Secession Convention in
it doelLapA

February, 1861,Kée%atned Texas no longer a State ©f the

Federal Covernment. A meeting Oié¥2ﬁf Loyval men sssmebled

at Austin, Texas, in Ceorge Remdeedds's ctore, up etairs, to

discusg the acte of the: secession convention. There were forty

w

one men at the.meeting = ® £ : me., The meeting
was gecret from the public; 2ll were glave owners, mostly old
men., Judge William E. Jones of Blanco County was called to
preside over the meeting and Judge John Hancock Le—sod—2e
Secretary. The président explained the purposes of the meeting
fully and then in a five minutes talk gave his views in part
and ssked others to give theirs =and several did so in talks of
from two to five minutes along the same line., Much feeling was
shown by 2ll. All speakers declared that the zcts of the

Seceegslon Convention was that of rebellion that woukd cause

1

=

ar between the statzf of a most grievous kindwith the certainty,
ur-o—— 1

<4tk the abolitidn of slavery. All speakers gave
praise to Governor Sam Houston for his heroical estand in favor
of the state and general government. The%f Nere <e——— 0f the
K. G. C. organization‘that the secededers were well organized
and was active and that Unioniste were not, 2nd they would we
follow the lead of Covernor Houston. They 4id not think he would
favor war between Texas as a starter of bleod spilling. The
President snd Secretary reported in prson to Covernor Houston of
the meeting and what wae said and done by them/ The Covernor
was pleased with what they did «aé they were immeeipas»®t rep-
resentative men of Texae. At their adjournment they bade sach
other good bye with sorrowful expreessions on their faces emé& it

was a gsad affair.




CAPTAIN JAMES H. CALLAHAN:

In 1855 the Lepan Indian of Mexico with some Mexicanse made

raide into Texeae, killed citizens and drove away much live stock.

One Jeesie Lawhon, neighbor, on Curry's Creek, Kendall County,

waes killed by them and his homeeltaken in May of that year. Mr.
Lawhon wae managing the farm and ranch of William E. Jones. Twelve
citizens of the héighborhood assembled at the body o? Lawhon, they
named James M. Patton to lead them in pursuit of the marauders.
C=ptain Pattcen and men started with meal, bacon, coffee and salt

to last them ten days and were gone 18 days, most of the time
living on wild game. At 160 milee the Pecos River and Indians.

We saw more than we were willing to encounter that far from home,
g0 left them without a fight and on our way met four of sdme tribe,
fought and killed two of them. Captain Patton's report was made to
the péople of our home. We were gone longer than wae expected

by our folke and they feared we had been killedjj&ﬁ?organized a
company to learn about uf. William Sansom was named their Captain

and when mounting their horses to hunt for ue we arrived safely.

Judge W. E. Jones was favorably known lo Governor E. M.
Bease. He took Captain Patton's report, went to ths State Capitol
and caused the Governor to order out a company of State troops
under command ¢of James H. Callahan. We took the field in July,
fought Indians three times, captured horses from them and returned
them to the owners. One party who killed a little girl and scalped
her on the Medina river, Medina County, was followed by Dave Walton,
Charlie Falier, Ben Hines, Doctor F. M. Martin and I, five of lus
and ten indians. They had some forty five horses and mules, all
gentle and belonged to farmers and stage companies near San Antonio.
We came onto them suddenly. Young Chief Castro of the party ;nd
I opened the fighty his arrow sti@king my gun barrel that saved
me. My bullet struck his breast and killed him. We charged and-
fought with our pistols as they ran. Doctor Martin killed oné and

we wounded others. Soon the fight was over. We took the Indian

trophies consisting of Bows and quiver, shield with little gifls

scalp and fine beaded slippers, head dress of beads and feathe@a

£
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and butcher knife. |

W;th 45 head of horses and at some miles back we met Captain
Montell with fifteen of his neighbors coming like mad. They were
after seme Indians and didn't know we were. They heard our story
of the fight and rushed on, saying they wanted t¢c see the dead Tndian
who killed the little girl and scalped her. They found both Indians
and scalped them. The scalp of the little Miss was in a little
tobacco sack and tied to the Indian's shield amd-dt was not seen
until the next day. The child's father got the scalp a few days

later.




Captain Callahan and men in October were in Mexico and
marched out to Little River, twenty-five miles West and met Ceneral
Lamburg and his command. They were hid from us under the bank| of
the river, four Indians attacked us to draw us under fire of men
concealed but we did not follow them into their trap. Genersal
Lamburg then ran his forces out in a military way, which proved to
us that we were confronted by 500 or 700 men under an officer who
wae egkilled in military tactice. There were only 111 of us and we
realized that we were up against a hard propoeition., Captains

Callahan, Benton and Henry held a short confer8nce, Callahan called
aloud to his command, saying we must whipr them or all of us will be
lost. We will attack their right wing and sweek them off their
coeition to where their left wing is, then sweep it away wge® when
your guns sre empty use them as clubs. We can and will whip them

if all of us stay together and fight for life. I will lead you.
Remember the‘Alamo; Goliad and our murdered neighbors. Now we go

to victory, follow me, charge, fight my brave men to death or victory.
We did follow and fought, part the time fought hand to hand winning
victory and in a few minutes we had their place and they another.

ror four houre we were shooting at each other, long range, doing but
little harm to either side. At sundown Ceneral Lamburg with his
gsoldiers left the battle field, a little later we drenggg to Ped;gg,
Negras, taking our wounded with ue. Ben Patton and~ﬁ§§?y~?at%on e
were tied to their horses and men riding behind theirmsaddles to
guppert them. Captain Benton, Cregory, Burleson and other men
traveled without help. Our dead; Willis Jonee, W. H. Clopton,

Auguet Smith and Holaway were taken charge of Dby Lieutenant Charles
Reid, carried to Fort Duncan, Texas, and buried in a military

cemetery. I am forced to eay that two of ocur men did not join us

in the fight but ran the other way as fast as theur horses could take
them, Huetus, Benton and I were to ourselves some two hundred yarde

from the other when FPustus was shot in the front part of his head,

his front brain filling the bullet hole. I left him there and joined
our main force. dJust as I did, his father, Captain Benton, called
to me and eaid: John, have you eeen my boy up this way. VYes, I

1eft him a few minutes back, dead, shot in hie head, some two hundred



yardes up the river from here. The Captain said get some men and
bring him here to me. I said if I can get help; that is a hot
place up there, call for volunteers. Ben Patton, ir hearing of us,
said I will go; Aaron Burleson, I will go, and Bill Tom, I will g0+
The four of us went to Hustue, picked him up by hie arme and lege and
took him to hies father and our surgeon, Doctor Barbee. FHustus got
well, went through the Confederate War on the staff of his Uncles,
Ben and Henry McCulloch, married at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, 1ijed until
January 1915, when he died. Hustue sent me hie picture a yeér back.
We reached Pedras Negras at four O'clock in the morning
and camped right close to the Alcalde who had given ue away. | Our
Captain bought supplies for men and horees from him and at the same
time assured him that we would not disturb the peace of the town,
At that time we could have taken possession of the ferry boaf and
crossed the Rio Crande at will, but/fearing danger did not do so.
Mr. Culen McRea and I were detailed as our rear guard. The third
day we reported that CGeneral Lamburg was coming with a thousand men.
Alcalde gave ordere that the ferry boat be cut from its moorings
which was done; the Rio Crande on a rampage of water, Callahan
selized two pleces of artillery at that place and fixed to fight,
went under the bank of the river, fortified, by that time it was
4 Oflclock, and Lamburg was on us. His left wing of force extending
to the river above us, his right to the river below, his center a
half mile in front we were then completely surrounded with the
river to the east of us. We opened fire on them with cannon and
small arms and they with emall arms. The U. S. Army officers at
Fort Duncan were Captain i;;4%allace; later Mejor General U. |S.
Army; Lieutenant Burbank, later Major General of Confederate Army.
They ran out four cannons, manned. Lamburg was about to charge us.
(0allahan ordered the town burned. Imagine our desperate stand, the

town burning and the four cannons at Fort Duncan manned and pointed
at ue caused Ceneral Lamburg to stop firing., We then stopped. We

got two skiffs from the Texas side of the river, crossed it at night,

dug rifle pit on Texas side, got in it and crossed our horses the

next morning. All of us were then back in Texas and I wae glad We
were. 9Tis true we followed Mexico Indiane to reprimand them and
protect our people. "Tis also true, that in doing so we viclated
Tnternational law, which has ®ince ccst the U. S. Covernment a

million dollars, but saved some of our people from the scalping

knife.



I will give names of some of the soldier boye I remember
best, td wit: WilliamLHusé:réimp Tom, Zach Bugg, John Bond, Brint
Shuler, Hustus Benton, Eugene Millett, Bill Campbell, Aaron Burleson,
Lieut. Bill Kile, Charley Reid, Adolph Norman; William Sansom, my
father, and others. All the men of above names were wheel horses
in that campaign. There were others of Captain Calhoun's, Bentoﬁ's
and wenry's companies who were their egual in courage. Doctor
F. M. Martin and Socl Tinner were the latter and they were my mess
mates, Martin and Tdnner lost their horses in battle and a rattle

snaks killed mine.

‘I know of but five men of the three companies who are now

1iving'and I am one of them.
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e L :INDIAN WARS:
In the years from 1865 to 1871, inclusive, the Tndians
of several tribes did more murder, aca%ped more paople, took
more livestock from the people of Texag than ever before or
geince. All the army posts on the Texas hoédér were broken up
by the Confederate Government in 1881, and had not been re-
established by the government or but partielly =o0. Some of the
Indian tribes had been taking part with the Confederates, some
with tﬁe Federal and some were mutual, None had learned to love
the paie faces or their conduct to them more than previous. The
Kickapd Tribe had been on the Confederate side in war, got tired
of it and were on their way to Mexico sometime in March, when
they ware followed by one Hajor Totto of Texas State Militia and
attacked on Dove Creek in Texas. The Indians whipped Major Totto
and mwen and then went on into Vexico, settled on water of Sabinas
River and made war and pilage on Texas ssttlers. The Kickapoos
and other Indians waged war and the settlers were forced to protect
themseivas or give up the country. My home then was in Kendall
Countys, I did much service in protecting ite citizene. There
wae no‘money in fhe State Treasury and but little to be had from
any source. The State did not put out soldiers as nesded. The
general government was busy in re-establishing the old military

poets and creating others.



:CLINT AND JEFF SBMITH:

1

Clinton and Jefferson Smith were two little boys who
were taken prisoners by the Complanchie Indians, eféﬁt and eix y?are
of age, respectively, sons of Captain Henry M. Smith and Fannie |
Smi%?, wereuﬁeized and taken from their homes at Dripping Springs

I Mty 1071 |
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Clinton was well treated by his Gé§t£f§ as long as he
was with him. Jeff was sold by his Captefd to Tndians of Kicappo
tribe who lived in Mexico, erd gofh little boys experienced a ;%d
time and rough treatment at first taking. On one occasion the
Indians roped a buffalo, put Jeff on his back, turned the beas{
loose and Jeff rode the animal some miles before he turned loos%,
the warriors following on horseback in great glee. Jeff clung ko
the long wool of thé brute and came off without much hurt. I give
this account to show the experience of frontier life in part. I:have
before stated that we got the boys back.and both of them now ha&e
nice families and are good citizens. It seems to me that the Etate
of Texasg or general government ought to by right compensate theﬁ .
Surely they are entitled to consideration from some source for éuoh

treatment at the hands of the Government Indians.

o
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HAMILTON'S ADMINISTRATION

A. J. Hamilton was appointed provisional governor of
Texaé by President Andrew Johneon, and assumed the duties of
same in July 1865, which he held to August 1866. Hamilton was
a large man in body and mind, a grand jurist, and possibly the
best orator Texas ever had up t¢ and in his time. Hamilton
spoke for President Lincoln's re-election 1863; His administra-
tion was able and satisfactory to all reasonable men and women,
A constitution formed by members of a convention was approved
by him. An election of State officers was held and J. W.
Throckmorton elected Governor and Wash Jones Lieutenant Governor.
Therwy took office in 188€ and held same one year and were removed
byhéeneral Phil Sheridan, owing to much said and done by late
Confederates. Throckmorton was a capable and failr man in the
administration of hie high office. Hamilton was a member of
Congress when Texas seceded. He returned to Texas in July and
left the same month by way of Mexico to Washington. He was born
in the State of Alabama in 1815 and came %o Texas in 1846, I
knew himiwell from that last date until the great father called

him away. Hamilton was endeared by people who knew him best.
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TEXAS STATE TROOPS OR RANGERS

The first effort of the Texas Legislature to protecti
the frontier against the ravages of Indians was under Goverﬁor
J. W. Throckmorton's administration, 1866-1887. The Govern?r
cormissioned ten captains to organize and take the field ag&inet
Indians as per his ordere. I was one of his appointees. I;
organized my company and reported same to the Governor in tén
days time after receiving my commission, but we never did sérvk:e
in the field for the reason that the Governor was removed by an
order of General Phil Sheridan. Texas was by Congress held| under
military law., Sheridan in dismissing Throckmorton said his|
office was an impediment to good order, so the Governor was‘out
and my labors and company went to the "Bow-wows,"

It waes not Throckmorton's fault that he was dismipsed

then, but false friends of his.
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E., M. PEASE'S ATMINISTRATION:

©seelB867----1869...

Governor Pease wae so favorably known by the people

of Texas for his official acts and gensral courage that I will

only say here as follows: Pease was governor of Texas two

4
ternms, 1856 his last. He wae a Union man and oprosed secession,

hence his appointment by General Sheridan as provisional Governor.

novernor Throckmorton removed,CGovernor Peasge
he was unable to serve as military and civil
in a satisfactory way to himself and other.
tration was impartial and approved ¢of by the
1885; his piace of birth was in a free state
& Dickson's line.

7

resigne for the reason
governor at same time
However, his adminis-
citizens. He died in

North of Mason's



DAVIS! ATMINISTRATION
1870-1874,

Governor Edmund J. Davis'! administraticn as governor was
eventful, because it was the reconstructing of the State and

peorle back to the Federal Union of States after the Civil War

'ﬁ?“}?%!km&ﬁfﬂ. Three other govern&%&&s previously named, had done

their official acts in reguléting the affairs of State government
that only partly succeeded. So difficult was the task’not a
dollar in the State Treasury was left after Covernor Murrah left
the Staté Capitol and went to Mexico, which was a hinderance to
speedy reforms.

The predjudice and non-rest of the many people produced
from the war caused much delay in reconstruction.

Davis stood by hie colors and that of the American Union,
Texas Unioniste, honor and fair dealing with all as he saw it.

In struggling for supremacy of contrcl of Texas affairs among
Republicans, they became divided which was unfortunate and harm-
ful to them, but most gratifying to the other side. Davis'
election as governor was the cause of the break that was never
healed between them.

In February and March the State Legislature did much under
the new constitution. On February the thirteenth, fourteenth and
fifteenth the amendment to the U. &. Constitution was adopted a2nd
'the-United States Congresemen elected. March 30th 1870, Congress
re-admitted Texas to the Union, military government ended and the

disabilities of Confederates were removed.

LEGISLATIVE ACTS:
A bpill ﬁ?s paessed to protect the frontier, a homestead
law enacted %e give actual settlers 160 acres,Awhicb was protected
against seizure for debt e cities and town were given proper
rights., The governor was given the right to suspend the writ of
Habeas Corpus. Public schocl laws were of the best Texas ever

had. Imigration:and railroads were of the best, Texas was filled
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gcettlers as never before and have not fully stopped foreighners
fiore than Americans. Railroads built =& never before, and the
entire State took a new lease of business life- more than was
ever known before in the State. Texas laws had been created by
the Legislature which were good and taxes were being collected.
All State laws were now falrly good and moving along smoothly.
In 1872 the Democrate were in control of both branches of the
Legislature and elected members to Congress. In December 1873,
Ricjard Coke was elected Governor and R. H. Hubbard Lieutenant
Governor. Governor Davis was a candidate for re-election. A
question arose as to the legality of the election law which was
decided by the State Supreme Court as iliegal and unconstitutional,
wherein Governor Davis issued a2 proclamation to that effect and
forbade the convening of the 1l4th Legislature. The Thirterenth
st ™
Legislature conveped. The newly elected Legislature hixgied to
the State Capitol, took possession of the upper floor, organized
and went to work. Davis d4ld not recognize their acfs as legal.

covernor Davis and staff occupoed the lowez floor of the Capitol,

sxa~D0oth pa%ti Were %rmed and seemed determined. January 13th

J (= . 4 L ~
1874 was a ba!ﬁﬁtfﬁi day, and late that night Coke was declared
Governor by theApegislature. Governor Davis yielded to the inevi-

table and left the Capitol, saying I do not want myself stained
with the blood of my fellow creatures but will follow the example
of the great Governor, Sam Houston, in 1881, when he was forced
to yield his office tc the secession convention that thétoccupied
the Capltol and City of Austin, and who were.much the same wmen in
both instances. Yes T am proud of my leaving,the countr%;will be
here after all of us are dead.

Davis was a native of Florida and came %o Texgs in 1848,
by profession a lawyer, held a number of offices in Texas before
1861, failed to take the oath of allegiance to the Confsderacy eﬂ&i“/
wae Colonel of a Texas U. S. Cavalr;?:Union Refugee
I served in his regiment two years. He was manly. Davis married
Miss Britton, a daughter of Captain Britton at fticrv&ihon{ Ao
Texas. Britton was a Captain in the Mexican War? U. S. Infantry.

Davis and wife had two sons, Britton and Walter. Their hqifs are

& .




at El1 Paso, Texas, and ¥exico, thern Mother Washington, D. C..

Davis was of a fair complexion, six feet, four inches high and
weighed 170 pounds, and was said to be good looking. After Davis
wae mustered out of the U. €. Army he entered into Texas prolitics
under the administration of Covernor A. J. Hamilton, and digd all

he could in again restoring Civil Government in Texas, anéeghe
people.

Reconstruction was a knotty problem, much patience and
energy was used in the work., Davis was electsgﬂgs4two constitution-
al conventions and President of the second one'was-commissioned to
go to Washington and secure Texas'! admission through Congress back
into the sisterhood of States. Davis and Montgomery were kidnaped
in Mexico by €onfederate officers and soldiers.

' In March 1883, Colonel Davis with some thirty members

of his regiment went in U. S. Transﬁvﬁé%nfrom New nrleans to the
mouth of the Rio Grande and Mexico, Davie to get his wife and two
little boyes them-at Matsmoras, Mexico. William Montgomery went
with Davie as company and I as a recruiting officer. The three of
us left the Transport together in a small boat. I stopped at the
shore and recruited some men there and took them to our Transport.
During that time Davis and Montgomery went on to Matamoras for Davis' b
family, returning the second day with them and stoppred for the night
with the Mexican Revinue Cecllector. I was stopping with one Mr.
O'Hare, scme two hundred yarde away from them. I did not know
when they arrived)at daylight the next morning. I was informed
-and told that Davis and Montgomery were captured by Confederates.

I saw Mrs. Davig leaving the house in a hack. She was on her way
to Matamoras to the Americaﬁ Consul there and Mexican Covernor to
do. for her husband and Hontgomery what she could. Colonel Davis
told me that there were twenty-six men in the party, Colonels
Chilton; Hebear and Tuff. The ledders all were of General H. P.
Bee's command at Browneville., Davis was dressed in a Colonel's
uniform according to army regulations, which no doubt helped to

save hies 1ife; his wife's influence helped some and his quiet, calm

manner was of good to him, He and Montgomery were jerred sonme,



which he calmly submitted to, but that Montgomery showed
reegentment. They were separated near Brownsville. Davis was
taken to Brownsville and then on up the river, put in a good,
oomfdrtable tent right near to which wae a skiff with paddles
in the river which was losely guarded, which he sald was no
doubt intended for him to attempt his escape and to be shot by
a secreted guard if he did. Five days later he was turned over
to the Mexican authorities at Matamoras and on the twelfth sent
to transport where we were eafe from our enemy. Montgomery,
poor man, was hung the same day. Months later our regiment
went to Texas and at Brownsville we tock Montgomery from a
shallow grave not deep enough to cover him, and buried him in
a Military Cemetery with honors of war. The army and navy of
that county were arrcused to a fighting point by that act cf

General H. P. Bee and men.

7
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INDIAN WAR

In 1870, the Legislature passed a bill for frontier
protection. The Governor commissioned twelve men as Captains

to form companies on the border and report same for duty to

him. I was made captain of Companyg" " I organized my company
t§7je,
and service on August 35th, and served until May 30th

1871, I was personally acquaintedeith almost every man of m&

company. They were good citizens and as deeply interested in

protéoting homes as men could be. The Indians were coming at

every light moon., My men would ride thgir gorses down and get

freeh ones. We had many runs aftef them and some fights, cap-

tured horses and returned them to their owners., One scout I

made in December to the head-waters of the Nueces River. * I struck

~ the trail of some forty indians that';;;?Zome five days old,

| making for the settlement. I tock it in a rush which lead us to

the Nueces Battle ground where oethers—end I fought State and

Confederate soldiers on August 10th 1882. Said Indians found the

grave of Confederate soldiers buried there and dug up some of

them. They were all in one grave. Mﬁ' Men:. and I gathered the

bones ¢of the dead men and reburied them. I resumed my way, as

I knew they were to¢c far zhead of me to be overtaken. I turned

North of the North fork of the river, caught their tréil but 4aid

not follow it. The Indiane had met with a squad of Captain

.~ Richard's company, commanded by their Doctor, who was not much

of an Indian fighter. The Indians killed some of the Doctor's men
WLy

and he some some of them. Haq Lieut. Ewartz been there more Indians

would’have been killed, I guess than were. I then went to camp,

rested my horses some, and when in camp during the month of February,
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I received a commission Bremets., Major of four companies, Swisher,
Baker and CDx were added to "C", All the oompaniswere gtationed
North of my Station, so I was advised by the Adjutant General to
move my Company "C" to near Fort Criffin in Shackelford County.
Right then é courier came to me from the ranch of Captain Henry M.
Smith, which is situated 23 miles North of San Antonio, known as

Dripping Springs, that twenty or more Indians had captured two sons



of his in the presence of his family and carried them away.
The children were my firet cousins; their mother and my mother
were sisters. I divided my company into three squadé, aone under
Gttty pam ity : 3
Sargent Nelson, Sargent Jones and third myself. Both sagents
saw Indians and chased them. They were on the upprer waters of the
Cuadalupe River. With eighteen men I went Northeaet forty miles
that night, camped and slept one hour. Two miles further on I
reached 2 small ranch. The Indians who had the Smith boye had
taken some saddle horses from the living yard. Two men and women
were in the house but méde no resistance to the taking by twenty

four wa%}ors. My sheperd dog with me, known as General Grant,

was trained to tr;veling. He was ,smart. I told the General to

d
take the trail. We-sree-Caus—meex.getng at a espeed that suited

me., At four miles the Indizns killed and scalped a man who was
cutting pecles for fences, and a half mile further attacked some
men who were milking cowe in the morning. Thie was known as the
Waldroup Settlement. There were about six families settled close
around a large stock pen; all arranged for protection against
Indians. Only six Indians showed up who made the attack. The.women
who were at the house preparing breakfast saw the Indians before
the mea’did, and with guns rushed to the men and saved them except
that $key were wounded. The Tndians dashed away horee back when
the men got their guns. Stuned by the sudden attack of Indians
the men did not shoot. Some one called out, hold your fire. He
had got a glimpse of the other Indiane. I stopped there but a few
minutes to0 see and hear those brave women tell thelr story of the
attack and then I rushed on with my dog, Grant, showing his
anxiety to go. I will risk to say here that he knew the game was
“important and did all he could to help us§ working in the lead:
@ﬁ twenty miles we were near them. We struck eand;§2ﬁfband that
was more than Grant coﬁld make much headway over. The Indians
gpied us and scattered. GCGrant had to be carried on horee back
over the bélzs. At twenty miles further night overtock us. Te
camped and the next morning again tock the trail. That day we

traveled some fity miles, gaining ground on the Indians but a few

Fo



miles in our lead when 2 wind and rainstorm met us., So great

0

was the storm that we were forced to stop to save ourselves
and horses from drowning. The water in the cresks and drains
waeg a raging torrent; we were hoping to overtake the enemy by
night and recover the little boys. Clinton, Hes 'feefs
eXd; knew they were hard pressed by something; Jeff Davis, the
second boy, was too young to know much about the run. We were
wet as could be, cold and shivering, horses tired and without
food. I said to my men we will not follow the Indians further
now,but return to our camp, rest up and renew our efforts, All
of us were loath to give up the chase but could do no better

then. When we reached our camp and rested up I took four men

and went to Captain Cox's Company in Comganchie County and sent
Lieut. Patton with Company to Fort Griffin, in Shackelford County,
on Clear Fork, Brazog River. Captain Cox reported to me that he
had been to Chief e camp at 01d Camp Colorado, where they
had stayed some two months each winter for three years.

Beagfoot showed Captain Cox a pass the Indian Agent
at Fort Sill had given him some three months back to go as far
south as that point when the buffalo went down there in November

énd back in April.

The Texae Rangers had orders from the Adjutant General

not to molest the Government Indians. Captain Cox did not know
that warriors of Beaﬁ?oot weré‘Aepredating on the ssttlers a
huﬁdred miles South of their Camp, but when we got together and
compared things as they were we knew it was Covernment Indians
who were doing most of the murder and robbery.

Fort Griffin, from Captain Cox's camp I went on %o
Captain Swisher and Captain Bakers headquartera,’gdyised with

wen/p

them; they had been doing good service, awé thenpto Fort Griffin

where my Company "C" came to me.




Chief Casteel and his tribe of some five hundred souls

lived at Fort Griffin. His warriors were hired to the U. S.
Covernment for guides and spies, or most of them. I had known
Chief Czsteel several years before he became a chief, when
Placito was chief. We soon renewed our acquaintance. I told
him my business; the kidnapping of the Smith boys, my following
the Indians, Captain Cox's report of Beagfoot and pass he had

t
from Agent at sais Fort A .

B e e

Chief Casteel then informed me that he knew Beégfoot ?ell,
that he had fought some of his tribe and that he was E@gé bad
Indian, that he, Caeteel, had men watching him all winter and
that Beagfoot wag now at Prairie Dog River on the Washatau River
with his tribe of some four hundred in all, and he at once volun-
teered his service to go with me to fight them and recover the
little boys if we could. I accepted his good offer; my men and
their horses rested, I bought a months ration for my men of
George Bennett, the sé%tler for that fort. About the first of
May we made a start for Beagfcot's camp;, went up Clear Fork of
the Brazos river some fifty miles to near Chief Beaﬁfoot's trail

. from Camp Colorado %o Wichita'? from that_poypt we traveled
North at some seventy five miles to Cretsut Creek. There some
of my men drank of the water that looked clear and gcod. Our
surgical doctor, J. C. Nowlin, called to the men not to drink
that water which they obeyed. ©Soon it proved to be bad water.
There wae a sfrping q‘-good water near by. We stayed there that
night and I was forced to leave ten of my men there for nursing
and guards for the sick. I was now seventy five miles South
of my objective point. Theré I planned in part my further move
and attack., Caeteel and his men were good scouts and guides;

il none could be better., He placed his men as guards and spies

outeide of mine in front, rear and both flanks at day and night.

I at all times knew the enemy had not seen me which was important.
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Thirty five miles each day and then attack at night of the
second day. My first day was without unusual incident. The
gsecond day I struck an Indian trail that came out from my

front and turned West, which bothered me. I called on Casteel
to learn what he would do if in my place. He quickly said

they are a hunting party from the big camp and will return

soon if they are. There were many mulberries at that point,

and the }ndians had been eating them. I stopped a little time
for my men and Indians to eat some. I there received a sign
from Casteel that the Indians were returning., In less than

a minute the guard hobbled our pack animals. My men were in
files for action at all times, I ordered Lieutenant Charles

A. Patton to open the fight with the Indians near us. They

did not know we were there. Then Sargent Caston to his support
ordered Sargent Ben Coopwood to remain with the pack train.

The running, shooting and yelling by the fighters was more than
Coopwood's men could bear, hence they bolted for the fight.

I was then alone and watching some Indians coming on in rear

of those then fighting. No doubt they heard the guns and yell-
ing, but must have thought it their party shooting buffalo. They
saWw me and my pack animal and then ran. I wantted to get to my
men who were running in a circle and fighting a mile from where
I was, My horse was a good animal and I thought could get to
the front of my men. I succeeded to a finish, and when I did

I met Chief Beaufoot, $feiemd—andfee. The country was so brushy
we were seventy five or more yards apart when we saw each other.
His face was painted red and black. He had a big shield in front
of him/ quivered on his back and a six shooter in his hand.
He came at me shooting and yelling, I dismounted, turned my
horse loose and shot him in the thigh below the shield. He

wae making straight for his home some miles away. My shot caused
him to turn to his right. My horse some yards from me, he was
gentle and a grand charger, I mounted and &=e® went for Beaufoot,

then more than 4 hundred yarde away. We kept up a continuous

%



shooting at each other to no advantage swé~to—To—TuvINtaze tO
either of us, 1 %ﬁ?ﬁga n him and was hoping for some of my
men to come to my relief when a voice called. It was my brother,
Jeff; I am with you John. ©Sam Patton called; so am I, Uncle.
Sargent Caston was third. He said give him hell Captain. I
Reglrp-v-or
called to Sam Patton to diemount and kill highhorae which he
did, breaking the neck of the horse. I was then on the ground
ae the Chief came to his feet and I shot, which closed the
running fight of some three miles or more. Beaufoot yelled and
fought until he was killed. By that time and soon after the
most of my men were on the ground with me. I saw a Tankua warrior
scalp o Chief Beaufcot. Chief Castesl was there and he told
us it was Beaufoot. On his shield were scélps of a woman and
a little girl and three men, the latter we took to be U, S.
goldiers from paintings on the scalps and his tent cloth. Ve
left fhat place and ruszzijfack to our pack train, then to water
two miles away‘where we & some dinner. I never knew the number
of Indians killed in that engagement. The Tankua)Indians had
fine scalps; they may have scalped ail that were killed and
may have missed some. Our only damage in the battle was that
W. W. Worcester's horss fell with him and broke a bone one
oﬁﬁuwl ot actt M ol gl W

legs My men behaved well in action. I made a practice to lecture
them at morning roll-call on Indian warfare, that I was exper-
ienced in. I also told them that I would command them in battles
which’we Wwere most sure to have\but that I would do no fighting
unless I was forced to do it, but if I went in I would lead.if
I could. After the battle I heard sdme of the men say: The
Captain was forced into the scrap but made good. They enjoyed
the incident dAAAJ

The throe Indians I saw make their escape ] Morcester
crippled tﬁnmmir%ﬁeﬁyﬂ?bb I believed it best for me to draw off
for a time. I knew that the Smith boys would be put out of our
reach if there and #ke- the Indians would all be scattersd or

gone from there.

After two hours rest and the surgeon had dressed

%
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Worcester's wound, we returned to our ten men left at Crotent

Creek, got them and then went on to Fort Griffin. We:rcamped
at night on the South bank of Sslt Fork of the Brazos River.
It rained so much that night that it kept the men from sleeping
but not from eating. The greater portion of two buffaloes
were consumed. The next day, May 10th, we met some forty
buffaloes feeding toward us. I halted my men and called out
for all men who had not killed a buffale to gl ve their Winchester
rifles to the men who had, and with six shooters to satisfy
themselves on- thateowelaint. They did as told and in a few
minutes seventeen buffaloes were killed. I then asked Sargent
COOpwood,(known as Major in the Confederate Army) and a
California forty-niner to jerk and half cook five hundred pounds
of the buffalo meat, which he did, and three hours later we
were on march t0 Fort Griffin. When in twenty miles of the Forst,
Chief Casteel sent up a smoke %0 the clouds, another and a third,
which told his tribe that we would be there that evening and
that we had fought the Indians with success. He then told me
that we would be met by four maiden girls four miles from his
camp which they did. They sobed, wept and cried when they saw
the Commanche scalps dangling at the end of the Indians poles.
Casteel said the weeping was for their people, killed by
Beaufo:; and tribe. When we were in two miles of the Fort,
Chief Casteel wanted to make a sham fight as was their custom
on similar occasionﬁ; they to0 run back and forth around my
men as we were marching s# their horses painted. Thelr fight was
good horsemanship and the shooting superb. I never saw the
devil that I know,but sure they were scarry.

Mr. George Bennett the post settler and another man
were out killing quail right on the other side of the river and
hearing the war whoopr and guns came close to the river to see

what was there. They first saw the pa‘}nted, fighting Indians

ax¥ they turned their big horse and gig, heading for the Fort

as if mad,but goon cillided with a stiff brush and turned up-

side down. When they got to the Fort the horse was there with
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the shafﬁa of the gig.
: ﬁ/fuwm

The scldiers saw the spen fighting, ran out cannon and
fixed to fight. They also took us for Indians. I had a field
glass and saw the maneuver at the Fort. I then wheeled my company
in 1ine,?facing them, and put up a white blarket for a flag of
truce.

The buffalo of Texas and Kansas were for many years the
principal commissary for the Commanchie, Kiowa and some other
trives of Indians. The buffaloes were a migrating animal, they
came South in the autumn and went North in the Spring. Many bands
of Indians followed them both ways. When they came South the
Indians depredated on our settlers most just before returning
North., Chief Beaufoot and tribe did that often;XfCompany G,
State Troops followed nim four hundred miles, killed him and
some of his warriors who captured Clint and Jeff Smith. We did
not recover the boys then but two years later recovered Clint

and two and one-half years later recovered Jeff, who had been sold

to the KicapooIndiane in Mexico by the Commanchies.
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LIEUTENANT CENERAL SHERMAN

General Sherman had passed the Fort twenty days previous
t0 my return there on an inspection tour of the Government
officers, men and forts. Sixty officers and men went with
the Gensral as an escort to Fort Sill from Fort Griffin, and
when 85 miles on their way they saw Mr. warrfmrs wagon train
burning that had been robbed and set on fire and some of the
tcamsters killed. Sherman hurried on to the Indian Reserva-
tion getting there soon after the Indians did. FHe ordered the
two chiefe, Satanta and Big-Tree arrested that were with the
party burning the train. The mules and other property taken
by them was taken cha{ge of,and %#key turned Santanto and Big-
Tree over to the Sheriff of Jack County. They were tried in
gaid County, convicted and given a long sentence in the peniten-
tiary. They were later pardoned on condition that they be good
and aid in pacifying the other Indians who had left the
Reservation and to secure white captains among Indians, all of
which they promised to do. Big-Tree became stubborn and was
killed by soldiers. Satanta acted in good faith in pacifying
bad Indians and bringi;leome white captives. He_brought.in

Clinton Smith, son of Captain Smith of Dripping Springs, Comal

County, Texas.

9
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General Sherman:

Sherman's inspection of Govermnment affaire in Texas in

1871 was fortunate for the péople. His personal experience told

him of the bad Indians and General Stanley was told to clean out

and put the Indians on their Reservations and keepr them there.

General Stanley put General McKinzey to do the work which was done.

Indiene in the North part of the Staté were kept there and they

never did much more mischief. Indians, Mexicans and some Semincle

negroes did quite a bit of mischief in South Texas. They killed

Mrs‘Tbm McLarren on the Frio River in 1881, McKinzey followed them

into Mexico and killed some Fxo& that bunch which ended further
Indian wars.
I may here say that the United States Covernment has

! been neglectful of her citizens who have lost some member of their 557
family at the hands of marazuding bands of Indians, some of whom
were fed and armed by the government at the time of the killing,
gcalping and taking oélggi?r property. Why has not €ongrecse
provided some relief -for such persons? Why has the Texae Legis-
lature failed to helpr such sufferers ae well as other states do

. their people?

;,t » I have known several women who lost their men, killed
and scalped leaving children to be cared for by hard labor. Ought
not the ploneers of a country be cared for and protected by their
government, which has been grossly neglected Iin and by our General

and State governments..
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E NEW MEXICO

I went from Texas to New Mexico in 1880 and my friend,
Judge John Hancock of Texas, who had served in Congress with
Lionel A. Sheldon, then Gevernor of that territory, wrote to
the Governor that I was there and resided in Lincoln County,
and if he could interest me in the affairs of that territory
it would be gratifying to him and that he believed me competent
to do good service in a frontier County like that.

Governor Sheldon wrote me a letter stating that he had

= received one from Judge Hancock and that if I was sufficiently
interested in the affairs of that County to give help in securing
better order than was there then, that it would please him, I
wrote him that I would help him. The Governor, on receipt of
my létter, commissioned me Captain of Lincoln County Militia,
geent me forty rifles and fixed ammunition for same. I accepted
and at once organized a company of militia. fbter Corn, of
Seven Rivers, was elected as First Lieutenant and John Stone
Second Lieutenant. Stone lived at Roswell, N. M.. Almost every
man in the Pecoe Valley for 135 miles belonged to the company.
There were many outlaws there then. I‘aided the Sheriff, Pat
Cerfiett, eeveral timee in the discharge of his official duties,
also guarded the citizens againet the depredation of White
Mountain Appachie Indians who tock horses, cattle and sometime
sheep. One Major, Lue Allen, wae agent of said Indian Reservation.
He and I got aleong emoothly.

After a few monthe service I resigned and returned to Texas
and quit running Indians. Teuesmeedder my soldiering, when T was
engaged in it, wae interesting to me. I believed it to be right
in every particular &2 I had been taught to think so from early

childhoocd. Now my mind is changed and I know if I know anything

thet war ie wrong. It ie murder in disguise, brought about by
our Statesmen and people in general who come before us. All the

Lo 4-1«‘/"\ Ao A”
affaire of men that arise between them'ghould be adjusted in a

fair and reasonable manner and in no other way and do as you wish

9%



to be done by. We sheould be kind to domestt animals and think
how they love you when you treat them well, which they do tell
you in their language, then how shy they are ¢f you if you fail
to be good to them.
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UNION LOYAL LEACUE

And

(\,‘.ﬁ

MAJOR GENERAL E. R, €. CANBY..sss

Commanding the Army of the Gulf Corpsy, commissioned
me in 1864 to go to Texas and to take my father with me for
company and to ald in my mission if needed. My mission was to
learn and report to Captain S, ¥. Eaton, Chief of Signal Corpse,
to that Army department all I learned of the Confederate forces;
their number, plans and stations, also the wishes, sympathy and
number of Unionists, and to organize the Unionists to keep them
-/ encouraged and out of the Confederate army. Father and I reached
Curry's Creek on February 5th 1885. My firet labor was to confer
with representative men and with them acquaiht them with conditions
of affajres inside the Federal lines snd to secure their council
and aid in my labor, I chose Judge W. F. Jones, who was an able
jurist; | Judge S. B. Patton, County Judge; James Abbott, 2n able
Baptist|Minister, and Doctor Nowlin, a practicing physician, all
of whom were southerners by birth and raising, owners of slaves
and citizens of Kendall County, near neighbors to each other.,
My next work was to secure the aid of Dr. F. M. Martin of t he
Y neighborhood, a Kentuckylan and a slave owner. Doctor Martin was a
Unionist and with twenty-five men was organized to not fight the
Federal Covernment. All had homes in Kendall County and had
selected Martin as their leader.
Captain Martin knew of Captain Charles P. Saur and
Qurtthni sty
Captain| Schuhardt pf Comal County, -eempesing an orgnaization of
union men the same as his, aslso Captain Robert Mentzdorff of
Blanco County, with same kind of organization as his.
There were many Union men serving in the State and
Confederate government military service that were known to each

other. Most of the men composing said organizations had seen

service in the Texas and Confederate Army and had left it.



v AMERICAN NATIONAL FLAG

When I began the organization of the Union Loyal Lezgue
I needed a flag. My mother, wife and eisters, Mrs. Saunders

and Dic? Martin, made me one- not large but prettily designed
for cavalry. My father made a staff for it, wikeh T unfurledé-@

to the public at Curry's Creek in Kendall County, April 15, ;
in the presence of some fifty men of the Union Loyal League,
gome of whom ehed tears freely at seeing the Star Spangled
Banner, that had been hushed to them four years. My acts there
L were to glive notice to all personal friends and foes that the
}'&’jﬁ flag was our emblem of loyalty to some and what it represented.
I was then, as now, thankful end proud of my flag =nd to those
of my family who made and gave it to me, It wae the first flag
mede and hoisted in Texas after Ceneral Lee turned in his guns
and men to Ceneral CGrant in Virginia on April ©th, 1865, I
then with my flag and company visited officers of the other side
and ssked their aid in maintaining good order among a2ll the
people ae far as poseible, which they did. 4/\M —7
The next day, April 16, T went to Boerne, Kendall County,
* and hoieted our flag on the County Court House, where our
> presence was much greeted., |
May Sth, I went to Comal County court house with three
companies of mounted Unioniets and hoisted cur flag and made
aprropriate addresses.. Was received by many people, their
brase band rlaying the Star Spangled Banner‘with two pieces
of artillery beleonging to the city fired a salutiyaijzhirteen
guns tec the flag which was heard many milee away end caused
many people to viegit the city to lezrn meaning of same. A
grand feast had been se€retly prepared for us by the ladies

who gerved it at thelr dance hall., It wse certainly a good

treat and one that we needed. lThere were some more than one

hundred of then the town peopleﬁgave ue 2 lively time. We
fortified the city 2and put'out guards for our safety if needed.

The ball wa2s opened in good form by a hundred couprle ard it
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lasted until next day. The hall wae decotated with

Evergreens from the foreet, meaning the late home of t he men
who lived there.

By that time the whole Confederate government had collapsed
end most of the soldiers were returning to their homes. 1In
June I went with a company of men to San Antonio and hoisted
a Union Flag on the court house there. In August Ceneral Wesley
Merritt arrived ' in San Antonio with some 5000 cavalry abd artillery
I then, through his office, made my official report to General
Canby which concluded my labors with his office and with the
Union Loyal League.
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Up to this dste, Februery 10, 1865, when I had decided
to reorganize the Union Loyal League, in the country named,
which I made known to my advieore, aleo my plans of roganizstion,
2ll of which was sprroved by them and the grestest caution urged
by them.

With Captein Martin I went to the homes of other
organizations above mentioned, where I made known to the Captains
who I was, what I represented and what I wished to accomplish
with their aid. I wes fresh from the Federal Army there 2and
wae well informéd of military operations geing on in states of
the Union, and much more I told them that was new and of great
interést to them. Sald captains were delighted to meet me and
Join me in the recrganization of the Union Loyal League, and
they called their men together that night to meet me and hear
what I was doing. ©Some seventy-five men, 8ll good citizenes,
well mounted and armed; all with cribs of corn, bacon in their
smokehousee and other living suppliee., All were anxious to
help me, We orgsnized fully and I wes named their leader and
given by them the rank of Major. I caused them to report to me
the progress of recruiting friende to their comranies and other

T tlera
matters of soncesesi®n to us every five days and oftener if needed.
Captain Charles P. Taur was named =as Seigmon Captain of the
organiéation. The organization now complete as far as could be
done then, I returned to my headquarters at Captain Martin's
camp in a big cedar-brake in Kendall County on the Guadalupe
River.‘ Arriving there I learned from my Mother that one Lieut-
enatn, Wardell, of the Confederate Army, was near there with
fifteen soliders hunting for me. Wardell had taught echool
there; He told my mother that if I was in the country he wished
to meet me. Matterse were soon arranged for us to get together
and Lieutenant Werdell told me that he with hie fifteen men
were o&ﬁered there by Cenersl H. P. Bee to arrest cor kill me
if I could be found and that if successful he, Wardell, should
be rewarded by promotion to the rank of Captain. Hé said his miseion
was not fully know by the men with him for fear that my name
would be used by them indiscretely. He then shmed me the measure

of myihorses feet taken by a detective at Matamoras, in Mexico,

and a:few hours later he left me for San Antonio. I then called



on Judge W E. Jones who was a Céptain of a company in Colonel
McCordis regiment cf State troops, Major John Henry Bréﬁn's
Batallion. Captain Jones then informed me that Brown had given
him notice of my presence in Texas znd to arrest me, Jones'
regidence and mine were one and one-half miles a2part, hie company
consisted of 145 men, most ¢0f them Unioniste and friends of mine.
Judge G. W, Pacchal of Austin informed Captain Jones
by Btter that his brother a4t San Antonio had learned from
Ceneral Bee that I wae in Texas. The Paschels' and Jones' were
Unionists and my friends. I then informed Captain Jones of
Lieutehant Wardell's presence and what I learned from him. Jones
then informed me that he, with hie comrany, would make a scout
for my| arrest three daye later in the Big Cedar Brakes on the
Guadalupe River in Kendall County. I then informed Captain
Jones Ehat I would watch for hie starting and follow him on hie
scout and I did. When the scout would etop to rest, Captain
Martin wou1d go to Jonee'! camp and learn his next move to be.
That scout was kept up gg%;g daye. Captain Jones and Lieutenant.
J. G, 0'Grady came with Captain Martin to my camp. We were to-
gether scme ygmme arranging further movements. The scout at an
end, I went to Brigadier Ceneral John D. McAdoo's hezdquarters
at Frédericksburg, who received me cordially and wae my friend.
General Mcfdoo inférmed me that Major John Henry Brown was gone
on a scout over on the Colorado River and that BErown was restless
from é:me cause, possibly fearing that he might be called to go
Fast with hie command. I guess that McAdeco was about right for
Brown went to the CouchdRiver where no white peorle lived and never
returned to his headquarters until the last days of April. The
war wés over, Brown's command left him 2nd went home, except 2
few mén who rushed to Austin to learn conditions generally of the
war, |They learned that Covernor Pendleton Murrah had fled for
Mexicé, together with other things. Then Brown, like the noverncr,

made his exodus to Tuson, Mexico, where he stayed four years in

hiding from the friends of men he had caused to be killed. Covernor
Murrah stoprped in Monterey, Mexico, soon after reaching theret 4&14
Murrah was not thought to be 2z vicicue man, but broken down in health

permitted Major Brown and other flighty, vicious men %o egercise



their desires in thedfiéling of men that 4id not co into the
¢
Confederate Army, whohtook to the mountains and other places ﬁo
g
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shun conscript officers when they could.

Captain Charles P. Saur, of the Loyal League, a citﬁzen
of Comal County, Texas, was applied to by Coverncr Murrah forfa
guard to pilot him West of San Antonio, which guard was furni%hed
and the Governcr and prty taken};st San Antonio and put on th%
Fagle Pase Road. The‘%rty ressed North of the City. Governor?Murrdl
told Cgptain Saur that he feared robbery and vossibly personai
injury ié,he was seen and recognized there. When others and # of
Unioniets were leaving the country we were hunted and killed 4f
found by Governor Lubbock and Murrah, which surely is quite ai
difference in treatment. The Union Loyal League were human a%d
did what they could to bring sbout cood will, peace and order% At
the breaking up ¢f the Civil War the western Texas in?abitanté were
greatly blessed by the organization of the Union Loyal League; whose
purpose was to give protection to all persone when they couldl

I wes much concerned watching the maneuvere of Ceneral
H. P. Bee, CGoverncr Murrah and Major Henry, Brown, in the montﬁs cf
February, March and April. They were sending equads of soldiérs
over much of the country to appehend and kill me e0 I was tol@ by
coumissioned officers and men that I met at that date, some of whom
were Captain William F. Jones of Kendall County; Lieutenant W?rdell,
and Sargeant Terry O'Neal of Bear County, snd Capgain Rapp andj
Lieutenant Ben Thompson of Travie County. All the officers n%med
were my friends except Captain Rapp and Lieutenant Thompson, #oth
of whom I made prisoners at my home in Kendall County in this%way:
They were sent from Austin by Covernor Murrsh with twenty-fiv% men
t¢ capture me. On March 30th they rode in%to the yard of ny m&ther,
di=mounted, tied thelr horsees to gallery poste of the house, %rees
in the yard and to the fence and called for feed for their ho?see
and breskfast for themselves. Mother pointed to the barn and ésked
them to help themeelves to corn and fodder, which they did, f%eding
on the ground. Mother, my wife and two eistere hurried to pr%pare
them breakfast. The soldiers occupied rooms, beds, lounge anﬁ chairs

of the house, robbed the women of all their money, jewel®zy an? some

of their clothing and mens clothing. Mother did not know of the
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robbery until they werze gone in the afterncon. Captain Ma%tin,

Ben Patton, Buck Blevens and I eaw the soldiere as they caﬁe to the
house. We had left Captain Martin'e camp to get our mail two milee
back from there with fifteen good men in camp, we were carekul

to keep ourselvee concealed from them, believing they were &unting
for me and would leave soon. When they were through with t&eir
breakfzet cne men, addressing mother said: We are told tha% you
all ate United State women, damb Yankeee or both, now telliua

what you zre, My eister, Mrs., G. W. Saunders, answered the &an.

She said: Mr. we are southern citizene of the United State% by
birth and raising back to Colonial days, some of our men behong

to the Union Army, we are here a helplees lot of women and Fhildren.
The man then cursed out the women and said that the place o%ght

to be burned and the women thrown into the flame., Sister then eaid
your dinner has made you sick I fear. At that Lieut. Ben T#ompson
gaid to my wife if you ever see your husband acain give himimy
compliments and he continued to eay: This family is one that sticks

to their colors and men. The talk of houese burning stopped| them.

Sgon Csptain Rapp and Lieut., Thompson mounted horses and went to

where some of their epy friends lived. I anticirsated thelir|purpcse
and then eaid to my men: I wigh to take them priscners if ve can.
They consented, we chose place to arreset and did so in s sa%isfactcry
way to us, but most alarming to the men., They put their ha#ds on

six shooters, I warned them to make no bad brakes, that the§ were
priscners, in eafe hands if they chose. !

I asked them their names, who they were and theirlbuainess
there. Thompeon answered this is Captein Rapp I am with, an
Lieut. Ben Thompson of Auston. We were ordered here by Govérnor
Murrah said Captd n Rapp, to arrest deserters., FHie words ere
spoken in a trembling tone. ©Sure I never head bvefore witnesded
two men who were €0 blank as they apeared to be, confounded |and
want of speech. There were four of us, well armed with gunJ and
pistols, and they with pistols only. They saw no chance of |escape.
I soon calmed their fears. I asked in a kindly way: Are you not

hunting one notorious John W. Sansom, to which they answered in the

sffirmative. I am your man. Yecu are Captain Sansom said Thompson,-

Jd once knew you, yes I remember seeing you once.




I agked, ate the men at the house your company. Yeé,
they said. What z2re you going to do with me? They answered&
Ite your say and not ours. What were you promised ae a price

for me. Money and promotion in army ranks, both men answere@.
Will you take your men, leave this country with them, never éome
for me again and never tell you saw me if we will give you a;chance
to do so. Their answer was: We will surely do soc. On hono% you
will: Yes, they said. I then said. Men I believe this horrid
war will come to an end soon. Lincoln has Davie' hog tied but

Jeff squeale some yet. Now men you are free to go, be good. ;Most
surely they were a patr of harpry men and they appeared to beieo.
All shook hands and they went away chatting and laughing with
each other., They took their men and went away and made gnoditheir
rromise to us. Thie wae now about March 20th, T believe theilast
ecout sent for me,

Major,ggnry Brown was gdne, I knew not where, my C?ptain'e
men and self were doing our best to locate him and three companies
of his men. I had men to visit hie headguarters at Frederick?burg
daily to April 27th, when he returned from hie month of hidihg from
a call by the Confederate Government that he feared. Findiné that
the war had closed 1ts horrid strife and the peorle thereaboﬁt
calm and happy the three companies of men, went to their hom%s
while Major Brown with a few men went in a rushto the State éapital
to find the Covernor gone. Major Brown then loaded an ambula#ce
with food supplies and started to Mexico, going to hie brothér,
Rufis Brown's house on Flatrock Creek in Kendall County, twepty
miles West of my home. I, with Ceptein F. M. Martin, and th%ee other
men caught up with the Major near his brother's home and wen% wi th
him to the houese of his brother. I caused him to tell me heéwas
going West. I, of course, knew the rest. I gave Major Brow% gome
plein talk. His brother, a splendid man, plead his case., I %ook
the Major by his left ear and twisted it, then told him to g&, that
he and ¥ were even on the question of war. Rufus Brown eeco%ted

his brother to Mexico.
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IN GOD I TRUST

I, for many years, have looked to God for divine help in
all things pertaining to myself. I am at least benefited in
feeling that T have performed a duty to where duty belongs.

I am the first born of my mother; I remember her and
father's youthfulness; I lived with mother fifty-five years,

father edjLékién; years and with my wife more than fifty-four.

I was bending over their bodies when they pacseed to their long

homes; I saw the museels of their precious faces quiver and

sink as the breath of life left them; I burried and gave them
tombstones and flowers. I witnessed much the same in the death
of brothers and four sisters. Two other brothers and my-
gself are still here. My dead comrades of the Indian and Civil
wars who fell in sight of me, like that of my parents and family,
are all in full view of me now,

To me my past life has been full of events. Adding to my
expetrience in wars, I have taken part in chases of many kinds
of wild, ferocious animals in Texas, New Mexico and Arizona;
the Black,  Silver-Tip, Synimon and Frizel bears, the panther,
leopard, tiger, wolf, musk-hog, buffalec and many other animals
I have seen and slain., The reptile family I shuned most, have
had the rattle snake hung by his teeth to my pantaloons. I have
slain thousands of them.

I have never been dangercusly wounded by men‘in war nor in
hunting wild animals.

I have been in ship and railroad recks, earthquakes, hail-
stomms and rushing streams of water that 4id me no harm.

Had measles, mumps, fevers, chills, small-pox, cut open
twice by surgeons, and am yet here and in fairly good health so
far as T know. 2

The POpylar generals, Ben McCulloch and dashing Ceneral
Tom Green led an eventful and strenuous life in the Texas, Indian
and Mexican wars, of long years back., Their friends were proud

of them and hoped for their further success, but alas both of

them met their fatality in the Civil War between the States ’.



MY PARENTS AND I:

My parents and I were companions from my birth to their

death; mother‘gdftyfouryears and father e . My

mother was all loving and serving to me and her other children;
—£ mine she wae Cod-like as a mother could be. Throughout her
life she was playful to her family and they to her. I shared
largely of her smiles and jokes. Our father was much like

mother but could notvbe her in many things, I haée slept with
my father more nights than I ever knew a father and son to eslesp
together other than ourselves. We have been in several battles
with Indiane and Confederates.,together; I have met him on the
battle grounds hunting for me after an engagement and I for him,
Sufe we were prleased to meet again., I can now remember his fond
smiles at such meetings. We have been in the chase for wild game
from my early boyhood to old manhood; thousands of game such as
buffalo, panthere, tigers, leopards, deer, antelobe, elk and
many other kinds of game have been captured by us. I at times
showed timidity at the capture of some of the game which was en-
joyed by father very much at the time. He was the safest and
best hunter I ever knew, always careful in close places. Father's
love for doge, the hound\his greatest favorite, for seventy years
he owned a pack of hunting doge. I have often seen him and his
dogs mixed in the killing of bear, he with his knife, only, also
other rough animals. The buffalo was the meat most sought for
by ’ndians, the he@rgynext. I have eaten, cooked in camp, all
kinds of meat fit for use. The horse meat is a little bit sweet
to me, I have only eaten it at the camps of Tndjans and when and
where I have driven them away from it when driviag them out of
our settlements,

When my father first settled on Curry's Creek in Comal

County, now Keﬁdall County, with his family in 1850, he was the

outside settler west. Then all the upper waters of the Gaudalupe,
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Medina, Frio and Nueces River were thousands and thousands of
bear, buffalo and other game, including bees and honey. Sure

it was a Carden-like-Eden, I guess with many kinds of wild fruit.
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RISE AND FALL

I have seen the State of Texas when she was an indeﬁendent
Republic, a stete of the Federal United States, when she left the
Union and joined the Confederate States of America; I saw t#e rise
and fall of the Confederate States; I saw Texas when she returned
to the Federal Union; I witnessed the American Mexican war;:I saw
the several tribes of American Indians driven from the lands of
Texas to United States Indian Reeervations; I witnessed the| Spanish-

l
American War; I saw the war between the States of the Uniteg Stgtes

1961-1885., I was an active prticipant in most of sald wars Lnd in-
terested in all. I have fought for my life, country and people
with all the ezrnestess of my soul. Ae if such success on @y gide
depended on my rersonal effort. I was sincere in all I didjfor
my side. I was then a young man and my side was successful éo it
wae saild., There were more ¢of w than of them. They said tﬁey
were forced to lay down their arms but not conquered nor co%vinced
they were wrong. |

My experience of war and some other things have c&anged.
I now believe wars to be wrong, possibly ninety-nine per ceﬁt of
murder, more or less, Diplomacy should be used judiciously%in all
matters of settlement where people need help to arrive at f%ir
adjustments of affasirs. We, in all matters, should be govefned by
natures law ss near ae possible: To do unto others as you ﬁish to

be done by, is 2 geal rule and will win in most cases.




¢JUDGE WILLIAM E, JONES:
po /;1?” i

Judge Jones was born in Georgia ¢ ﬁikdv— p came to Texas
about 1840, He was a participant in the Plum Creek Indian fight in
1844 and taken a prisoner a2t San Antonio in 1842 by a Mexican géneral
and carried to Mexico, released from prison and was made District
Judge in 1845 by Governor Pinchuy Henderson, and later elected to
said office'twice and to the State Convention in 1865. He settled
with his family at the mouth of Curry's Creek in 1850. Later head
of said stream in Comal County, now Kendall. He was the 1eading

KL(;p4. el

spirit of that community and County. He caused the County of Bhnder&

10 be created iﬁitgrganized in 1851¥'then later Kendall County in

1881, Judge Jmna44d{ed at Llano in 187}, @n his seat when Judge of
the District Court. Judge Jones was a great benefactor to the people
where he resided, he divided liberally his gocds with the needy} was
a considerable newsvaper man, was the first editor of the San Antonio
Express after the war between the States in 1885. Jones marriea Mies
Kesiah ,Rector. They rearéd six sons; all good men. Judge Jones was
opposed to a cesession of the Stated of the Federal Union zad he

remained at his home, taking no side with arms,
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